-

1st Commission

Date of Commissioning:

Date of Paying Off:

2nd Commission -

Date of Commissioning

Date of Paying Off
3rd Commission

Date of Commissioning

Date of Paying Off
4th Commission |

Date of Commissioning

Date of Paying Off

5th Commission

Date of Commissiocning

Date of Paying Off

Name

HMCS SPTKENARD \

8 December 1940 <. 415
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THE LOSS OF HolieCySe SPIKENARD

Un the 19th of February, 1942, the Homoursble Angus
L. lh.cboanld, Minister for lNaval Services, announced the
sinking by enemy action of His Majesty's Canadian Ship
Spikenard. Commanded by Lieutenant-Cosmander Hubert George
Shadforth, RCNR, the corvette Spikenard (K-198) was senior
ship of a Mid-Ocean Escort Group engaged in escorting the
slow eonvoy SC-67 bound for the United Kingdom.
' The catastrophe occurred the night of February 10,
1942, in position 56° 10" North; 21° 07' West, a point some 500
miles west of the Irish coast and about the same distance south
of Iceland. The convoy of 22 merchant ships extended in a
block formation of seven columns was on an easterly course,
plodding through fairly heavy seas. In the intense darkness |
of the night, the convoy was slowly appreaching ;"luteap' (GCastern
Ocean Meeting Place) where the esecort ships were to have been
roliovel by the Western Arproaches Escort Group which would
shepherd the merchantmen to United Kingdom ports. In faet,
Conmander Shadforth had already issued the orders to the ships of
his foree directing them to shape course for Londonderry
immediately on arrival of the British escort ships.

In addition to Spikenard, Commander Shadforth's forces

consisted of HMC Ships Louisburg, Dauphin, Chilliwack, Shediac, and
Lethbridee - a total of six corvettes,

At the time of the attack, Spikenard was zigeszagging
ahead of the starboard column of the convey. The remainder of
the escort group were stationed in protective screening positions
around the convey as follows: Louisburg, about 2000 yards on the
starboard beam of the leading ship im the starboard column, so,
considerably more than a mile off Spikenard's starboard quarter;
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Dauphin, about one mile a;urn of the starboard column; Chilliw:ck,
in position off the port bow of the port column of the convoy;
m, off the port quarter of the last merchantman in the port
column; Lethbridge, stationed off Shediae's port quarter on the
lookout for shadowing U-boats astern.

At 2220 (zone time) Chilliwack on the port bow sighted
a dark objeet on the surface and trained her Leinch gun on the
target, Fire was vitl{hdd for the Bduﬂi corvettes were expected
on that bearing. However, wha the dark shape disappeared it was
realized that the target m\ U-boat, Almost at once, asdie
contact was made and Chilliwack altered course and attacked with
depth charges. However, contaet could not be regained.

Within a few minutes action began on the starboard bow
of the convoy. The senior officer's ship Spikenard was at action
stations when she was struck by a torpedo at 2230. Almost
simultaneously, Louisburg sighted the wake of a torpedo going down
her port side. At 2232 the Norwegian ship Heina blew up. Heina
was the seecond vessel of the starboard column. The two explosions
took place so closely together in respect of time and position, that,
to many of the ships, they appeared to be cne and the same casualty.

The escort ships were from 13 to 7 miles dinut from one
another. Chilliwack was already in action and the remainder with
the exception of Lethbridge who remained on station, went immediately
into search and attack tactics.

Dauphin's Officer of the Wateh saw a ship torpedoed at
2230 at an estimated distance of 3 miles and seconds later saw a
second explosion on roughly the same bearing. BDauphin 1-“1“01;
closed a burning wreek (Heina) carrying out an asdic sweep. | \
Concerned over the possibility of a seecnd ship having been tomd_;n\&,
Dauphin's Commanding Officer directed Shediae, who was raecing up from
the port guarter, to sweep and search farther ahead. However, nothiiu
was found- Dauphin stood by the Norwegian tanker until she ssnk at
0015 on the 1lth, picking up all survivors.



The other escorts tell the same story of uncertainty
as to what had happened and preoccupation with more immediate
tasks, Shediac who was on the port quarter astern, on hearing
the explosion closed in the general direction and passed close
to a torpedoed ship (presumably Heina), which appeared to be
sinking slowly. ©She carried on with her primary task of hunting
the attacking U-boat. After dropping a pattern of depth charges
uagm.mun.mm:mm’ (lm) and found
Dauphin standing by.

Louisburg was undoubtedly the escort closest to Spikenard
and it is not entirely clear why the torpedoing of the senior
Officer was not sighted. Of course at that particular moment a
urpuof going down the port side took the bridge's attention and
this was quickly followed by the blowing up of the tanker off
the corvette's port quarter. Louisburg at once altered to starboard
ummwvsm-tuumugmmannmm
which she attacked for the next hour and a half,

: Lethbridge remained on station well back on the port
quarter of the convoy. During subsequent proceedings she heard
Dauphin trying unsuccessfully to raise Spikenard by radio-telephone
but suspected nothing more serious than R/T failure, a fairly common
oceurrence.

Chilliwack at the time of the attack was proceeding down
the port side of the convoy on a reciprocal course after atu’ckua,:
the U~-boat that had been contacted on the port bow of the convey.
She continued to search astern of the convoy which had by this time
pulled well ahead.

Shortly after daylight Dauphin's Commanding Officer began
to mpou"that one of the two ships torpedoed might have been
Spikenard. Shedise also moted that Spikenard was missing at daylight
but the C.0. thought that she was somewhere over the horizon even
though the Senior Officer's proper peosition was with the convoy.
However, none of the others could provide confirming evidence and

it was not until the Senior Officer of the British escort in H.M.8.
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St, Albang joined at 1045 on the llth, that definite action was taken.
HoM.S. Gentian picked up & survivors from one of Spikenard's Carley
floats -- the only survivors. ‘

When the torpedod struck H.M.C.S. Spikenard, most of
the ship's coupany had left their mess decks to take action stations
and those from forward were grouped on the forecastle or between it
and the bridge. The torpedod apparently crashed inte the ship in
the vicinity of the wardroom and the stokerg' flat directly below
the bridge and the well deck abaft the break of the forecastle.

This factor undoubtedly accounts for the heavy loss of life among

the officers as well as the men. The ship's side and the deck

at the break of the forecastle disintegrated. A flash fire

destroyed the bridge and wireless room with their personnel as

well as one of the ship's boats. A drum of gasolene stowed beside the
mast probably added to t e holocaust. :

The men escaping from below had to run through the flames
and then fell into the sea where the deck had been blown away. The
ship flooded rapidly below the water-line in and below the forward
mess decks as far aft as No. 1 Boiler Room. Sinece the upper
mess deck hld' no water-tight hatch to the lower mess deck, the X
sea-water rose rapidly and the ship sank in three to five minutes. \
The wistle blew continucusly until the ship siipped beneath the \ \\
waves., Spikenard went down head first and just before her final \
plunge was shaken by another explosion caused by either a hot \R
boiler or a depth charge. The second sea-boat was probably domon‘
in this explosion. b

With both boats gone the only survivors were those who \
reached the Carley float. The raft was d.u launched but uthut
further was heard of its occupants. Two \lho reached the Carley \\
float were badly hjnrod and died subsequently. These were put \\\
over the side. Some wio had fallen into the water through the W \
in the well-deck forward climbed back into the ship and prumxy 1
perished in the second explosion. Survivors on the Carley float ¥
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tated that others could be heard shouting around them for some time
n the dutaon but they could not be located by the slow moving
loat, Shortly after the ship sank a corvette passed by (probably
jhediac) but sinee the float was mot provided with flares there

yere no means of attracting the corvette's attention.

In reconstructing the action, it is reasonably clear
that at least two U-boats attacked the convoy. It would appear
that Chilliwack successfully held the U~boat on the port bow
submerged so that no successful attack materialized from that
quarter. Moreover, it would appear that Spikenard's attacker
fived a salvo of torpedoes from off the starboard bow of the
convoy aceounting for the du.tucuoa of Spikenard and the tanker
Heina. The torpedof that passed Louisburg may have beem the one
that sank Heina.

The Board of Inquiry that was convened to investigate
the loss of Spikenard certainly brought to light the existence
of much mmuumm@nm-rammcu&un
far as any negligence in coming to the aid of Spikenard was
concerned. The Board concurred with the policy of umhug
out the U-boat attackers before conducting rescue operations.

Out of the ship's company of 65 officers and men, 8 men
survived. Their names are as follows:-

Name : Rank/Rating Name & Address of
i Official No. ~Mext-of-Kin __
COWAN, Denis Hugh Ablo h-n. H
e Cowan,
n.c.ll '.R. 1 luuq Avo..
Lmnu iew,
DEANS, Thomas Russell A/Ldg. Smn.,
3aiz2 ane Deans,
R.CollW &ll 5%.,
’Mn. Oc. ,\
MILLS, Wilfred Edward T ist,
V. lm uln M1l
: ReColloVeRe 11 IM.' M.

TORONTO, Ont

RoCoHoV.Re E:"f’ wtg

eld Ave. ;
HAMILTON, Ont.

WHITWORTH, John
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AERR wle
e W
. - \

DAY, Alexander Albert C.EJR.A. ]
X : o, % 3.5" : ﬂ?mx« Franeces Day
R.C.NV.R. 881 g‘n‘ Ave,,
| ’ ( : | v s "qQo.
LAABS, Harold Johm $at Oa No next-of-kin.
: = l:‘.'t'oln
MaecMILLAN, Reginald  Ste. 1/es
s _‘u@o‘ VRe
MORRISON. ; V. '
s George .m.
ReColisVeR,

@,ufg;‘,,; AP
ot o S

E MS e 240 8.CNS)
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WSR N-3212 (N/Hist)
OFFICE OF THE NAVAL HISTORIAN

5 March, 1987.

MEMORANDUM TO: MDG
Attention Lt. (MAD) V.H. Skinner, RCN.

Ex P.O. m; R. DEANS, RCN, 3212, survivor from
HNGS SPIKENARD

— e e . i

HMCS SPIKENARD (corvette) was Senior
Officer of the Escort of Conveoy 85C-87, bound for
United Kingdom ports when she was sunk on the night
30-11 February, 1942, At about 2530% that night
8 U=-boat attack developed, Under-water explosions
were heard by all ships in company, but their
source is not know., In SPIKENARD the alamm
rattlers were rung, but few men heard them,
because she was struck by a torpedo at the same
time. Unfortunately the S8 HEINA was hit at
almost the seme time. Ships in company observed
& ship burning fiercely for a few minutes, and
then, astern of the convoy, HMCS DAUPHIN found
HEINA, with a column of smoke rising from her,
and took off her survivors. It wes not until
deylight that SPIKENARD was missed, and at 10402
HNMS ST. ALBANS (Senior Officer) detached HMS
GENTIAN to search for survivors.

The following is from the report of
proceedings by Lieutenant F.V. Osborne, RANVR,
DSC, Commanding Officer of HMS GENTIAN:

6. GENTIAN returned at 15 knots towards

the position of the sinkings and about 1700%Z/
11 T picked up 8 survivors on a raft and a
Carley float which was secured alongside the
raft in approximate position 56 degrees 16'N,
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20 degrees 39'W. From what they told me,
1% was immediately apparent that there was
1ittle likelihood of anyone else having
sarvived, that tho{hthmght both boats hed
been destroyed by the explosion, and that,
apart from the raft and float, which they
were on, the ship had only one other Carley
float. However, I searched the area for 2
hours until dusk without seeing any float,
or any wreckage at all., At 1900 I set ccurse
for the convoy.

Vs The survivors were landed at Gladstone
do‘k‘ L".”.Ql, at 1600 on 14th February.
The survivors were:-

Day, Alexander Albert V.58856 [E.R.A. RCNVR
Laabs, Harold Jemes V.16188 Sto. P.0. RCNVR
Deans, Thomes R. V.3212 L/Sesman RCN

Whitworth, John L. V.8411 Signalman RCNVR
Mills, Wilfred E. V.22062 Telegraphist RCNVR
Comen, Yinas R, V.8481 A.B. RCNVR
MeMillan, Reginald V.1528 Sto.lst Class RCIVR

Morrison, George Anderson V.125797 Sto.lst Class RCNVR

Four of them were suffering from burns, but
not seriously, and one had been bruised.
Several of them had slight eramp, but recovered
from this on board.

8. « s« o By questioning them I obtained the
following information, in assessing the value
of which it must be remembered that none of
the survivors was on the bridge, and only one
was on deck.

9. The attack occurred between 2130 and 2135
u:i.g'l time on f.h: to::.h ‘(‘mr ;haazsz). !?

g was zig-zegg ad o e convoy a

the time. 1!!0 lon:: of under water ox;{ui.onl.
assumed to be depth charges, had besn heard for
10 minutes or a quarter of en hour before the
attack-SPIKENARD herself did not drop any
charges. The ship was steaming at 80 revolu-
tions until a few minites before the attack
when speed was increased to 120 revolutions.
The sction stations bell rang just as the ship
was hit (the men fwd., did not hear 1t).

all agree that the torpedo hit about the
wardroom or stokers' flat, but they camnot
agree on which side the torpedo hit. Most of
the damege occurred on the port side, and part
of the ship's side and the deck at the break
of the forecastle wes blown away. Fire broke
out immediately, and they =ay ship was
quickly on fire from the break of the fore-
castle to the funnel. The whistle blew ﬁ(/
continuously until the ship sank. She sank in
time estimated between 5 and 5 minmutes. They
say that both boats were destroyed, and only
the men surviving were on the raft or Carley
float when the ship sank. She went down head
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first, and, just before sinking finelly,

an explosion ocourred attributed . . . to

e boller « « « + A pumber of other men
were heard shouting in the weter, but could
not be found. Two were pilcked up badly
injured, and died subsequently, and were

put over the side. The men who escaped

from the mess deck had to run through flames
after coming out of the door, and fell into
the water where the deck had been blown away.
Some clambered back on to the ship, others
swam round the after part of the ship to the
Carley float which was then in the water.

10. ©None of the men who survived was in
the water at the time when the explosion
mentioned above occurred . « .

11. Vhilst questioning Leading Sesaman

Deans, I ascertained that, although one of
the first at the door, he remained until

the last to see all the men out of the mess
deck, except for one man who was slow getting
out of his bunk snd did not survive, Desans
did not volunteer this information, but I

did not seek any confirmation of it from the
other men.

G

Philip Chaplin
For E.C. Russell,
Naval Historian.

5@1:?'63/5 ;
NSs B0 -sc 49 (WG—'&)

NSS §F70 - 331 /ioD
N SS x‘n0~3u/m>z"(‘”"“""+” :



ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
PRESS RELEASE

File 1687

Ottawa, February 19, 1942, Hon. Angus L. MacDonald, Minister
for Neval Services, regrets to announce that H.M.C.S. Spikenard, a
corvette, has been sunk by enemy action. All five officers and 52
of the 60 ratings are missing and must be considered lost. The next
of kin have been informed.

Naval Service Headquarters steted that 1t 1s believed the ship
was torpedoed by a German submarine while she was on convoy escort
work in the North Atlantic. Four of the survivors, reported to be
slightly wounded, are in hospital in England.

H.M.C.S« Spikenard's captain, Lieutenant=Commender Hubert G.
Shadforth, Royal Canadian Neval Reserve, was particularly well-known
in the mercantile marine on Canada's west coest in peacetime. As a
naval officer he was one of the most popular in the ships identified
with east coast ports.

"It gives me a great satisfaction,” he had remarked on several
occasions, "to be able to help in the protection of the ships in
which are serving the great men who were my colleagues in peace~time ,"

This Canadian corvette had spent many weeks at sea throughout
the winter, in company with other .ships of the Royal Canasdian Navy,
guarding the life-line to the United Kingdom,

Fact that only eight men survived suggests the corvette broke
up and sank within minutes after the believed torpedoing. They were

rescued by a corvette of the Royal Navy and taken to a British port.,

cs e/



HeM.C.S. "SPIKENARD" SURVIVORS' LIST

RANK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO.

NAME

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT=OF=KTIN

The following were slightly wounded in action and are
in the Royal Navsl Auxiliary Hospital, SEAFORTH, England.

Legerement blesses a l'action et admis a 1l'Hopital auxiliare de
de la Marine rotale & seaforth (Angleterre)

COWAN, Denis Hugh
113-C-655

Able Seaman,

V.6481,

4RoCoNo‘V70Ro _—
- Matelot brevete

Reserve des volontaires

de la M.R.C.

DEANS, Thomas Russell A/Ldg. Smn.,
62=D=224 3212,

R.C.N.
f.f« quartter-maitre
M.RQC.
Telegraphist,
V.22962
R.C.N.V.R.
Telegraphiste
R.V.M.R.C.

MILLS,Wilfred Edward
113-M-2015

WHITWORTH, John
Lindley 113~W=563 Signalman,
V.8411
R.C .N.V.R.
Timonier

R.V.M.R.C.
OTHER SURVIVORS

DAY, Alexander Albert A/C.E.R.A.

Mother:
Mrs. Annie Cowan,
158 Westlky Ave.,
Laurentian View,
OTTAWA, Ont.,

Mother:
Mrs . Jane Deans,
408 Buckna St.,
TRAIL, B.C.

Wife: i
Mrs . Norman Edna Mills,
11 Humberview Road,
TORONTO, Ontario

Mother:
Mrs . Winnifred Whitworth,
27 Garfidd Ave.,
HAMILTON, Ontario.

Wife:
Mrs , Violet Frances Day,
881 Rielle Avenue,

f.f« maitre-mecanicien VERDUN, P.Q.

113=D=490 V.5825,
R.C.N.V.R.
R.V.M.R.C.
LAABS, Harold John S.P.0.
113=L=552 vV.16182,
R.C.N.V.R.

No next=of-kin.

Second maitre-chauffeur

MacMILLAN, Reginald Sto., I/C,
113-M=1204 V.1328,
R.C.N.V.R.
Chauffeur
R.V.M.R.C.
Sto.}/C,
V25797,
ReC ol oY, R
chauffeur
R.V.M.R.C.

MORRISON, George
Anderson-113=M=1696

Mother:
Mrs . Joseph MacMillan,
R.R.#2,
Mt. Stewart, P.E I,

Mother:
Mrs . Mary Morrison,
11 Elliott Street,
PICTOU, N.S.



OFFICIERS
OFFICERS

HALE

SHADFORTH, Hubert G.
(File 123-8-85

FAWCETT, Charles Cavour
(File 103=F=27)

HUGHES, Robert Alexander
(File 103=H=47)

MILTHORP, Patrick Reginald
(File 123=li=133)

MARKHAM, Gerald Arthur
(File 103=}=219)

MATELOTS
RATINGS

KETTLE, Alfred Smedley
(File 123-K=93)

BIOUIN, Joseph Arthur Xvan
(File 113-B-1035)

BOUDREAU, John Raymond
(File 123=B=459)

BOUTIN, Conrad Willigm
(File 113-B-1082)

CAMPBELL, Allan Dickson
(File 113=C~1264)

CURR, Stanley Raymond
(File 113=C=842)

RANK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO.

Lieut. Cdr.

R.C.NeRo
Lieutenant=commander
Reserve de la lMarine
royale canadienne
Lieut.

R. CO N. V. R.

Lieutenant de vaisseau
R.V.ll.R.Co,

Lieut.

RC c. N. VQ R.

Lieutenant de vaisseau
ReVelleReCo

Lieut.

RgCeNoRe

Lieutenant de vaisseau
RolleReCo

Sub. Lieute.
ReColle VoRe

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT=OF-KIN

Wifes

Mrs. Georginia Shadforth,
4613 Bellevue Drive,
VANCOUVER, B.Ce

Wife: _
lirses Ells Isobel Fawcett,
GRANTVILLE, N.S.

Wife:

Mrs. Esther Hughes,
Hamilton Hill,

DUNDAS, Ontario.
Wifes

Mrs. Florence E. Milthorp,
615 Hampshire Rd.,
Oak Bay 9

VICTORIA, B.Ce
Father:

Mre Gerald M. Mar kha,m,

Sous-Lieutenant de vais«641 Murray Hill,

ReVeleReCo

CeP.0e

A.2382

ReCoelNeRe
Premier-maitre
R‘MOR.G .

Able Smne ’
V3582

ReCelle VeRe
Matelot brevete
ReVeliaR4C,o

Able Smn.,
Ad4557

R.CuNsRe.
Matelot brevete
RelM.ReCo

Able Smne,
V23077

Ro CQNO V.Ro
Matelot brevete
Able Smn.,&
V.22882
ReCeNeVeRe
Matelot brevete
R. V.MOR. C.

Able Smn.,
V.5972,
RgCeN.V.Re
latelot brevete
ReVelie Re Co

WESTHOUNT, PeQe

Mother:

Mrs. Edith May Kettle,
ReR+ Noe 2’
MANDAUMIN, Ontario.

Father:

lMire Joseph Blouin,

Ste Jean, Isle d'Orleans,
FeQo

kMother:

Mrs. Remi Re. Boudrea.u,
BOUDREAUVILLE,
Richmond County, N.S.

Kother:
Mrs. Mary Martin,
ARICHAT, Cape Breton, N.S.

Mother:

lirs. Isobel Campbell,
28 Oriole Gardens,
TORONTO, Ontario.

Father:
lire Mark Curr,
2311 Montgomery Ste,

MONTREAL, PeQe



NAME

DONNET, Daniel Heron
113-D~608

GILBOE, Arthur Francis
113-G=498

HALL, John Robert
113-H=798

JORDAN, Donald
113=3=274

LANMOUREUX, Romeo Joseph
123-L~112

RING, Norman Eldon,
113=R=760

SMITH, Harold Wesley
123=8-293

STEWART, Albert Mathers
113-5-969

HOUNSELL, Lionel Raymond
Edward
113-H-1150

PRYOR, Albert Lorne
113-P=726

- ) -

RANE/RATING

OFFIC .

Able Seaman,
V22305
ReCoNeVeRe

Matelot brevete

RoVelieRoeCo

Able Seaman,
V.19071

RO c. N. v. R‘
matelot brevete
ReVeM.ReCo

Able Seaman,
V.18166

R. c L] N. V. R’.
matelot brevete
ReVelieRoCo

Able Seaman,
Vel9161
R.ColNeVeRe
matelot brevete
ReVelMeReCo

Able Seaman,
A.1705

ReCeNeRe
matelot brevete
R.M.R.C,

Abie Seaman
Ve22923
ReGelle Ve Re

" matelot brevete

ReVeli. Re Co

Able Seaman,
442780

ReCoNeRe
magtelot brevete

' RoMoRoCo

Able Seaman,
Vel2454
ReCeN.V.R,
matelot brevete
RaV.lie Re Co

Ord. Smn.,
Ve23734,
ReCelNeVeRe
matelot de pont
ReVelieReCeo

Ord. Smne 9
Ve24421,

R.c. I\IO v. E
matelot de pont
ReVoMeRaeCo

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT OF XIN

Father:

Mr. Thomas Donnet,
107 Eaton Avenue,
TORONTO, Ontarioe.

Father:

lir. Arthur J. Gilboe,
647 Hall Avenue,
WINDSOR, Ontarioce

Father:

Mr. George Hall,

186 George Street,
BROCKVILLE, Ontario.

Fathers

Mr. Richard Jordan,
2452 Turner Road,
WINDSOR, Ont,

Fathers

Mr. Oliver Lamoureux,
1918 Main Street,
NIAGARA FALLS, Onte.

Mother:

Mrs. Alice Ring,
Campbell Street,
COLLINGWOOD, Onte

Mothers

lrs. Myrtle Smith,
Port Hood Island,
Inverness County,
CAPE BRETON, Ne.S.

Fathers

Mre. George Stewart,
9217 111th Avenue,
EDMONTON, Alta,

Sister:

Mrs. Nesta Lancaster,
3451 Shuter Street,
MONTREAL, Que.

Mother:
Mrs. Lillie Pryor,
778 Weatherdon Ave.,

Port Rouge, WINNIPEG, Manitobae



NAKE

REAL, Clare Andrew
113=R=~556

STEPHENS, William Dawson
113=8-1234

WEBB, William Lawrence Albert
113=-W=917

DEARIOVE, Kenneth Harold
62=D-296

GRIFFIN, Patrick Bernard
113=G=340

UPTON, Charles Michael
Augustine
113-B=519

BATE, Leonard,
113=B=519

ek A

RANK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO.

Ord. Smne,
Va12453,
ReColNoVeRo
matelot de pont
Re Velis Ra Co

AJBe

V.16322
ReCeNeVeRe
Matelot brevete
ReVelMeRoCo

ABe

V.17387
ReCeNeV.Re
liatelot brevete

| Signalman,

4085
R.C.Ne
Timonier

ReCMeVeRe
Timonier
ReVeliaReCo

Ord. Coder,
Ve3475
RiCeN. V. Re
Dechiffreur
R.V.lleReCo

A/Ldg. Tel.,
V7646
ReC.lloVeR.

fofs quartier-maitre telegraphiste

GREENBLATT, Moses
113=G=674

WALKER, Samuel Charles
113=-W=732

COVE, Gilbert Lloyd
113=C=1437

Telegraphist,
V.23388
ReC.NeVeRe
Telegraphiste

Telegraphist,
V.22378
ReCeNeVeRe
Telegraphiste

A/EJReAs 4/c
V26057
ReCoNeVeRe

f.fe mecanicien (4e cl.)

GANMBLE, John McIlveen,
113=G=~326

A/E.Rebe 4fcl

V8328

ReCeNeVeRe

f.fe mecanicien (4e cl)

R.V.M.R.Cs

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT OF KIN

Mother:

Mrs. Florence Real,
11946 86th Street,
EDMONTONJ-Alberta.

Father:

lir. Percy S. Stephens,
731 8th Ave., North,
SASKATOON, Saske

Father:
Mr. John Webb,
GODERICH, Ontario.

lMothers:
Mrs. Margaret Dearlove,
5720 Waverley Street,
MONTREAL, Quee

liothers:

lirs. Mery T. Griffin,
4415 Bennantyne Aves,
VERDUN, Ques

Father:

Mre. We F. Up‘ton,
4 Dessane Avenue,
QUEBEC, Quebec.

Father:
Mr. Leonard Bate,
DUNDALK, "Ontarioc.

Mother:

lMirs. Eva Greenblatt,
4009 DeBullion St.,
MONTREAL, Quebec

Mother:

lirse Nellie Cartnell,
117 Lappin Avenue,
TORONTO, Ontgrioe

Mother:

Mrs. Muriel Cove,
53 York Street,
MONCTON, N.B.

Wifes

Mrse Elizabeth Gamble,
82 Selkirk Street,
GALT, Ontarioes



NAME

LEGENDRE, Jean Marie
123=1~140

COWAN, Murray Allan
62-C-363

fofe chauffeur (lere cl.)

KENNEDY, Thomas Robert
113=K-197

fefe chauffeur brevete

KITCHEN, Cyril Frederick
123=K=56

fofe ©
CONNOR, John Walter
113=C=657

EDWARDS, Norman Jack
113=E-133

GALBRAITH, Stuart
123=G=115

SEAMAN, Willism John
113=8=734

SENNETT, John Peter
113-S-863

DUNN, Rupert Maxwell
123-D-183

Cuisinier (equipage)

‘6w

RANK/RATING
FFIC

OFFICIAL NO,

8.P.0.
A.2115
R.c.N. R.

Second maitre chauffeur
A/ Ldg e« Sto. s

21586
ReCells

A/1Ldg. Stoe
V. 5831,
R.CeNeVeRe

ReVelieRe Cs

A/Ldgo StOo’

A.1571
ReCelleRe

hauffeur brevete

ReMeReCo

Stoker, 1/c
Ve 2408
ReCelNeVeRe
chauffeur
R.V.M. R. CO

Stoker 1/c
V.6522
ReC.N.V. R,
chauffeur
ReVelieReCo

Stoker 1/c
4.2105
ReCeNeRe
chauffeur

Stoker 1/e
Ve2412

ReCeNoVeRe
chauffeur
Re VoMo Ro Co

Stoker 1/c
V.19061
ReColeVeRe
chguffeur
ReV.MeReCe

Cook  (S)
AJ24T73
ReCeleVeRe

R.V.M.R.C,

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT OF KIN

Father:
lir. Xavier Legendre,
RINOUSKI WHARF, Quee

lothers:
CHURCHBRIDGE, Saske

Motheras

Vrs. Elsie Violet Kennedy,
336 Ste Pauls Avenue,
BRANTFORD, Ontarioe

Wife:

Mrse. Vera M. Kitchen,
51 York Road,

DUNDAS, Ontarios

Wife:

Mrse Alice Helena Connor,
83 Ludlow Street,

ST. JOHN, West, N.B.

Wifes

Mrg. Margaret Edwards,
274 Clarence Street,
OTTAWA, Ontarioe

Mother:
Mrs. Mary Galbraith,
ERIEAU, Ontarice

Father:

Mrs. William J. Seaman,
90 Somerset Street,

ST. JOHN, N.B.

lothers

Mrg. Lillian Sennett,
3267 Edison Street,
WINDSOR, Ontarioe

Mothers:
lirse Minnie Dunn,
Tuft's Cove,



HAME
WHITTEMORE, Edwin George
113-7-883

ANDERSON, John
113-4-527

WATTS, Dane James
113-W-1069

CANAVAN, Lloyd Frederick
113-C~1085

CONDIE, James Ritchie
113=C=637

FISHER, Edmund Jose
113=F-348

JAMIESON, Robert David
62=J-139

MORLEY, William
113=}i-1505

OXBOROUGH, George William

62=0=4b

REGALBUTO, Charles Cerino

113=R=962

-7 -

RANK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO.

Cock (8)

Ve 23517

ReCelle VeRe
cuisinier (equipage)

Re V.1l Re Co

Steward Probe.
V13860,
ReCeNeVeRe
Maitre d'hotel
ReVelle Re Co

Stwde. Probe,
Ve 27265
ReCelNeVeRe
Maitre dthotel
RO VQMO R‘ c.

Stoker 1/c

W. 25810’

ReCeNeVeRe

Chauffeur (lere cl.)
R. V.M. R.Co

Signalman,
V.9836
ReCeleVeRe
Eimonier
R, V. M.R.C.

Able Seaman,
V.23034

ReCoelle Ve Re
Matelot brevete

A/Leading Smn.,
3838
ReColle
f.f+ quartier=maitre
Marine royale canadienne

Able Seaman,
Ve22326,
ReCelNeVeRe
Matelot brevete
RQVQM. R.c.

A/Ldgo Smne ’
3009

R.C .N.

fefe quartier=mgitre
MORQCO

Orde. Smn. 3
V.6987
ReCeNeVsRe
Matelot de pont
Re VoMo Re Co

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT OF KTN

Wifes

lirs. Louise Whittemore,
299A Grosvenor Avenue,
WESTHMOUNT, Quee

Mother:

lirs. Conda Anderson,
ReRe Noo 3’
ECKVILLE, Alberta.

Mother:

Mrse Julia Watts,

Woodside Cottage, near
Crespin, Cransbarn,

negr WINDSOR, Berks, ENGLAND.

Wifes

Mrg. Alberta Canavan,
¢/o lirs. Charles Canavan,
UPPER NEWPORT, No.S.

Mothers:

Mrs. Ruth A. Condie,
15 Luxton Ave.,
WINNIPEG, Mane

Mother:
Mrs. Richard Fisher,
BARRINGTON, Quebece

Mothers

Mrs. Rose Jamieson,
8 Clifton Road,
WESTBORO, Onte

Father:

Mre Max Morley,
78 Willow Avwe.,
TOMNTO, Onte

Wifes

lirs.Margaret C. Oxborough,
106 Kirk Street,
Newcastle-on=Tyne,

NCR THUMBERLAND, Englande

Mothers

lirs. Kathleen Regalbuto,
7@ Baird Street,

OTTAWA, Ontario



RENNIE, Williem Allan
113=R=842

RICHARDS, Donajd P.
113-R-616

WILCOX, Russell Harold
113=W=500

MacLEAN, John Arthur
123-1=505

MEACOE, Williem Arthur
113-k=1339

RANK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO.

SeBele
V.18336
ReCeNeVeRe
Infirmier
R. v. M. R' c.

Vede

V.2589

ReCoeNoVeRe

Commis aux vivres

Stoker 1,
V16140
ReCellaVeRe
Chauffeur
R.V.M.R.C.

Che EeReAe

Ae. 2742

ROC .N.R.

Maitre mecanicien
R.M.R.c.

Coder,
Ve5988
ReCeNeVeRe
Dechiffreur
ReVelleReCo

NAME & ADDRESS OF
NEXT OF KIN

Mother:

Mrs. Alice Rennie,
57 Queen St.,
OSHAWA, Onte

Wife:
lirss Doris J. Richards,
R.R. No.l, ROTHESAY, N.B.

Mothers

Mrs. Agnes Wilcox,
¢/o Boles Feed Store,
FORT WILLIAM, Onte

Wife:

lirs. Louise MaclLean,
5508= 13th Ave.,
ROSEMOUNT, P.Qe

Wife:

lMrse Florence lMeacoe,
Apte 15,

1128 Lajoie Ave.,
OUTREMOUNTS P« Qe
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HiiCS SPIKENARD
Comprehensive notes on the loss of

- ——-

x ~20SS OF SPIKENARD - “MieGre -
(N L. L304/42)

Whige escorting convoy SC 67, torpedoed at approx. 00344/11 ° Febe %8, 1942 in
approx, position 056° 08' N 021° O7' W,

8 Survivors: 0. 5%
Doy, A.Ae E.R.C.
Laabs, H.J,. Stos P.O. i A
Deans T.R. L/s :
Whitworth J.L. Signalman
Mills W.E. Telegraphist
Cowan, D.H.
MeMillan,R, Sto. 1st Class

Morrison, G.A. ” . "

Revort of CO HMS Gentian 14.2.42

A

(Gentian & Honeysuckle proceeding from Liverpool to join convoy #2efkit} 1900Z/10,)

Approached it shortly after midmgght 10/11. At 0034 explosion heard & fire seen

to break out , then another explosion. It later appeared that M/V Heina was

torpedoed almost simulataneously, so that escorts d4id not know two ships had been

hi“b.) Convo7 had erossed with Lan. eseort -~ Spienard Chellwack, Deup/un Loulsbw7

Sfed:ac Kethbridge 4
"The ship gpikem_lg WAS ZIG)ZAGGING AHEAD Of the comvoy at the time, The

sound of under-water explosions, assumed to be depth charges, had been heard for ten
minutes or a quarter of an hour before the attack. . o he ship was standing at 80
rev.s until a few minutes before the attack when speed was increased to 120 revs.,
The "Action Stations" bell rang just as the ship was hit~-the men fwd, d@d not hear it,
They all agreed that the toppedo hit sbout the wardroom or the stokets fiat, but they
cannot agree on which side the torpedo hits. Most of the damage occurred on the port
side and part of the ship's side and the deck at the break of the forecastle was blown
away. Tire broke out irmediately and they say the ship was quickly on fire from the
break to the forecastle to the fumnel, The whistle blew continuously until the ship
sank, She sank in time estimsted between three and five minutes, They say that both
boats were destroyed and the only men surviving were either on the raft or the Carley
Float whent the ship sank, ©She went down head first and just before sinking finally
an explosion oceurred, attributed either to a boiler or a depth charge, As one of the
men says the depth charges were almways kept set "safe" it was probably a boiler,
A number of other men were heard shouting in the water, but could not be fpund,
Two were picked up badly injured and died subsequently and were put over the side,
The men who had escaped from the mess deck had to run thrpugh flames after coming p
out of the door and then fell into the water where the deck had®BTown away. Some
clambered back onto the ship, others swam ¥mmk round to the after part of the ship
to the Carley Float which was then in the water,"

(After dalight it was found that Spikenard was missing, and Gentian was sent back
to search for survivors. Picked up 8 on a raft & a Carley Float which was secured
along side., These pointed out little possibility of other survovirs as both

boats had been smashed by explosion and they had seen nothing afloat & the ship had
only possessed one other Carley Float, Searched for 2 hours, ;
co g.m#m Eam?/alnaj Can. escort ysed call s1yns unkaown to him so that he never did 7&2‘0;

[ %
Re#cggre ‘SP"éo Honeysuckle 17.2.,42 Eovch with o9y ¢¢ Them

(Hunt carried out by Honeysuckle Gentian Chilliwack Louisburg Dauphfn Shedisc
Lethbridge. No kill, None knew until morming that Spikenard was missing,)

Board of Enquiry held 20,2, Survivors complained of inadequate life saving appliances—-
not enough raf'ts, boats could not be mechanically lowered, there was no way to
signal ships from the xmaft or indicate their position,

Report of Board

ii,"A submarine was thought tom be in the vieinity, because depth charges had been dropp
ed about ten minutes earlier, Many of the ship4 company left their mess decks
expecting action stations to be ordered, and mamny of those from forward were grouped




= 2, Spikenard &

in the space between the brifige and forecastle at the time the torpedo hit directly
underneath them, This accounts partly fot the large loss of life,

b d

ive The ship was flooded below the waterline at once, in and below the forward lower
mess decks and as far af't as nos 1 boiler room, It does not therefore seem likely &8z
¥hat Spikenard could have been kept afloat since the upper messdeck could not be made
watertight, having no watertight hatch to the lower (flooded) messdeck,

v. Though the explosion was undoubtedly enough to sink the ship, the fire increased
the didaster by burning the bridge and wireless office, with their persomnel,

and one of the boats, besides contributing to other casualities., It seems

at least possible that the fire was augmented by the drum of petrol stowed beside
the mast.,

vl, It seems to us that there was suffiwient life saving capacity for all who
survived the explosion and fire, but that more trouble might have been taken to
use it,.

vii, No flares were provided for any boats rafts or floats and it is our opinion
that the survivors would have been rescued almost at once, and many more therefor
discovered, had a Tlare been exhibited when the unknown gorvette passed shortly
after the ship sank. (Sheds o)

vii. ...it seems clear that Spikenard and Heina were torpedoed simultaneously
and probably by the same submarine,

for Spikenard
xii, When search was mmim carried out by Gentian full use was not made of
the mescorting aireraft , nor d@d Gentiam meke sny attempt to commmunicate with
her by B/T though it does not appear that the survivars wpuld have been picked
vp much earlier, mx in fact, or that there were any others to pick up,

Recommendations:

(2) Spare white rockets should be carried in some position far removed from the
bridge which could be fired if the bridge is knocked out. :

(b) Notwithstending the circumstances of this case, . .life saving rafts and
Carley Floats should be provided for the whole ship's company at least, since
boats can seldom be used, « ¢ o

(e) All securing pendsnts of rafts and floats should be secured by hemp lanyards
with knives or axes available, and not by slips.

(4) Some improved methods should be adopted for drawing attention to rafts
and floats, including flares,

(£) The hatch from the upper to the lower messdecks in corvettes should be
made waterticht,

(g) (Special mention of B/0 H.J. Lesb RCIVR V. 16182 for resourcefulnessé
fortitude.)
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LOSS OF SP.KENARD (A/S W 925/42)

Letter Captain (D) Newfoundland to F.O.N.F. 27/3/42, Summary of
Information Obtained from "CHILLIWACK", "LETHBRIDGE“, SHEDIAC",
"DAUPHIN", and "LOUISBURG" Regarding Loss of "SPIKENARD'.

(1) "CHILLIWACK" wae statloned on the port bow of Convoy SC67 and
sighted a dark object at 2120 of the 10th. Weather was overcast and
falrly clear. The gun was trained but fire was withheld since
"HONEYSUCKLE" and "GENTIAN" were expected to Join during the night.
Shortly afterwards the object disappeared and it was reallzed that
it must have been a U-boat. Contact was established and a pattern
fired but without success. At 2135 "SPIKENARD" was torpedoed in a
position ahead of the starboard wing ships. ' Seven minutes later
"CHILLIWACK" obtained a contagg in a position two miles off the port
beam of the convoy and this/counter-attacked. No further contact
wae obtained.

(2) "“DAUPHIN". At 2130 the officer of the watch saw a ship torpedoed
about three miles away. It was estimated that she sank within three
minutes of the explosion. A few minutes later another ship was
torpedoed. It was the impression of all on board that the first
ship to be torpedoed was a tanker. A sweep was carrled out in the
general direction of the torpedoed ship which was then burning
furiously. It was the Norweglan gs "HEINA" and in due course all
her survivors were picked up, "DAUPHIN" standing by until she sank
at 0015 on the 1lth., Next morning after daylight "DAUPHIN" closed
the commodore and asked him how many ships had been torpedoed. He
replied, "One." As two obviously had been hit it finally occurred
to "DAUPHIN" that the first ship torpedoed had been "SPIKENARD'

H.M.S. "ST. ALBANS", S5.0. of the U.K. local escort met the
convoy at 1045 on the 11th in 56°26N 18°30'W. On being informed of
the situation he detached "GENTIAN" to search for survivors. At
1700/11th "GENTIAN" informed "ST. ALBANS" that she had picked up eight
survivors of "SPIKENARD",

(3) "LOUISBURG" heard an explosion of a pattern of deptb charges at
2132 and immediately after gained a firm contact.. At 2140 a track

of a torpedo was seen to pass down the port side striking a ship a

few seconds later. "LOUISBURG" thought a merchant ship had been hlt
and continued her search until 2310. During this time nothing was

seen of the torpedoed ship nor of any lifeboats or survivors. At

the time of the torpedoing "LOUISBURG" was 2,000 yards on the starboard
beam of the leading ship of the starboard column and the torpedoed

ehip was epproximately a mile on her port quarter.

(4) "SHEDIAC" was on the port astern. She heard an explosion and
cloced & ship which she thought was the one that had been hit. It
wae sinking astern. She was them despetched by "DAUPHIN" to sweep
eastward.

(5) "LETHBRIDGE" heard heavy detonations at about 2170 and five
minutes afterwards saw a ship burst into flame. Not having orders
to the contrary "LETHBRIDGE" remained in station. Dur1n§ the attack
she intercepted R/T signals from "DAUPHIN" to "SPIKENARD" and had no
reason to suspect that "SPIKENARD' had been sunk.
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SPIXENARD
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MCS SPIKENARD

Excerpt (Press)re loss of SPIKENARD.

LOSC OF THE Spikenard (Globe and Mail 20.2.42)

"Loss through ememy action of the Canadian corvette
Spikenard and fifty seven of her personnel, anncunced
today by Navy Minister Macdonald, brought to 552 the
Royal Canadian Navy's Honour List of men dead or missng
in the service since the outbreak of this war,

“The Spikenards casualty list recorded the loss of
five officer and fifty two ratim@s. Eight men, four of th
them injured, were rescued by a Royal avy corvette. >

"The small né@mber of survivors wis taken as anm
1?d1cation that she broke up within a few minutes of the
hit.

"Ca taln of the &Xkemx Spikenard was Lt, Com. Hubert
G. Shadfopth of Vancouver, a sallor well kown in the Wyes
Coast “erchant Mmrine., Several times he had voiced satisf
factlon at an aSsignment which gave him a part in the pro
tection of ships manned bw crews which included his
colleagues in peace time.




Besldes the badges described, there are the following of which

there are already descriptions in NHS files:
——>=.8pikenard's spike.
Badges of MOOBE JAW

MATAPEDIA
PETROLIA




74»4//1%/!4@./

- %f%fu@//gm% Yoiriss G e
/%M/z{céﬂ.g/ g /‘aS’;-/S’f—r-/
//;mc.e ./@%\Wo Zﬁ/f/f’ f 3 g
Ve : }//a s L SR




SPIKEN PRD

Corverrz €<\t Weca»*\e =
N ¢ : SR - wa/yq2
/C‘/\:t\ij_;“\\ ) \ 51 2! -

f” M PR T I 2 ) I B BET RN T T S
: 1 [ ‘
16/ 295" - A/ vutof doch ﬁ’j(‘ WX (18 Tewp SO as TEIkRIUM de(e.‘jccé ‘w ?)Lﬂb"’w‘l (g«oo—z’s%(o
(rRIL~UM
18/ (42 az«zb’/\/fz CDu‘f'of &t Tokuss 5544& P \‘0“& woceRane « boden }E s SELIZE ~ 5&.._):(;4_,:,@5 \w¥oo -33{/1e0
‘ 4rees eV MOUNT KITHEROBN



Naval Information

SPIKENARD SURVIVORS EAGER
"FOR ANOTHER CRACK AT HUNS| |22 omvis

Leave old Country Soon
to Resume Their Jobs
' on Atlantie

DETAILS OF SINKING,‘

London, Feb. 27. — (CP|
Cable)—Survivors of the Ca- |
nadian corvette Spikenard,
torpedoed and sunk in three
minutes by an enemy sub-
marine while on escort duty
in the Atlantic, turned to the
sea again to-day with ven-
geance in their hearts for the
lives of 59 of their compan-
ions who perished,

Sail For Canada

Three of them walked down the
long platform of a dingy London
railway station last night, said |
good-bye to relatives and friends
and started for an unnamed British

ort where they will join others of
their little company who were not
injured and sail for Canada.

he and seven companions saved

themselves in the midnight dark- bitter cold.

ness after a torpedo smashed into | ' Asleep At Time
their little vessel below the bridge, Day, Stoker Red MacMillan, 22,
knocking a great hole in her side | of Mount Stewart,
and setting her afire. ' Two others Stoker George Morrison,
died. Pictou, N.S., pas

For 18% hours thereafter the | capital at the end of the leave they‘_,
survivors struggled to maintain life got after a British corvette picked?

<A ki — AR

in their numbed limbs as
afloat on a raft.
their companions lowered them

Quietly Chief Petty Officer Alex overside with a prayer, after strip- |

. ping them -of their clothing and |
Day, 34, of Verdun, Que., told how donning it themselves against the

Two died and

sed through this,

— e ———

them up and brought them”_to

wearing a new uniform, was-~.the
&okesman for the party.

He said most of the men aboard |
were asleep when the torpedo
struck. “The explosion awakened
us,” he said, “and when we reached
the deck we saw other Canadian
corvettes attacking submarines to
port and starboard.”

It was an attack by a submarine
“wolf-pack” on their convoy, but
the convoy got through with its
precious cargo of goods for Britain.

No Time For Raft

The Spikenard started sinking
immediately, Day said, and he had
no time to clear a life raft ‘before
‘he and it were floated over the stern |
where he was caught in the suction |
of the sinking ship. 3

An internal explosion blew him
clear of the raft and he came to
the surface where he was able to
grab a float. The lifeboats had
been rendered useless, one smashed
by the blast, the other set aflame.

« . . When I made the surface
1 heard voices and saw' MacMillan,
Morrison and others on the float,”
Day recounted. “I swam OVer to
the float and when: I reached it
they were changing to the raft.
They pulled me out and we heard
a couple of cries over the water,
but the -voices faded and died be-
fore we could locate them.”

Morrison said only three of the
men left the ship together “and
we picked the others up in the
water.” .

Were Poorly Clothed

_None of them was properly cloth-
ed. Day, in a cotton shirt and
trousers, lacked shoes and socks.
MacMillan had shoes, socks and
dungarees. Morrison a  shirt,
pants and shoes. He had just come
from ,the hot stokehold.

They huddled together  for
warmth and sought to tend four
men so badly burned they were
taken to hospital on arrival in
Britain, besides the two who died
of injuries they had suffered in the
explosion. -
Wwill Even Count

Day said that despite the unex-
pectedness of the attack there was
no excitement aboard the Spikenard,
“just men working in silence to
get the rafts and floats free.” '

The three men who left here last
night will be joined at their em-
barkation point by H. J. Haas and
a fourth uninjured companion,
while their burned mates remain
behind until their injuries are
healed. Day told his grey-haired
mother and sisters as he said good-
bye: “We'll even Uup the count
against them and get a submarine
for each of the boys if possible.”

" Lieut. Robert Hughes, well-
known Hamilton newspaper mai,
was lost in the sinking of the Spik-
enard, while ‘Sigmn. John Lindley
Whitworth, the only other Hamil-
tonian on the ill-fated corvette, was
_ one of the eight survivors. :

= hepe

o




Ottawa, Feb 19——Following is the
list of Royal Canadian Navy men

listed by naval service headquarters

toqday as missing and believed lost

m thﬁx sinking by enemy action of
M.C.S. Spikenard:

Sh orth Hubert G., Lt -Cmdr,
RCNR, Mrs. Georgmxa Shadforth
(wife), 4613 Be]levue drlve, Van-
couver:

Fawcett, Charles Ca.vour, Lieut.,
RCNVR, Mrs. Ella Isobel Fawcett
(wife), Grantville, N.S.

Hughes, Robert Alexander, Llel&
RCNVR, Mrs. Esther Hughes (wde).
Hamﬂton Hill, Dundas, Ont.

Milthorp, Patnck Reginald, Lieut.,
RCNR, Mrs. Florence E, Milthorp
(wife), 615 Hampshire rd., Oak Bay,
Victoria.

Markham, Gerald Arthur, Sub.-Lt..
RCNVR, Gerald M. Markham
(father), 641 Murray Hill, West-
mount, Que. y

Kettle, Alfred Smedley, Chief Petty
Offiger, A2382, RCNR, Mrs. Edith
May Kettle (mother), R.R. 2, Man-
daurhin, Ont. »

Blbuin, Joseph Arthur Ivan, A.B,
V. ,  RCNVR, Joseph Blomn
(father), St. Jean, Isle d'Orleans,
Quebec.

Boudreau, John Raymound, Ab.,
A4557, RCNR, Mrs. Remi. R. Bou-
dreau (mother), Boudreauville, Rich-
mond county, N.S.

Boutin, Conrad William, Ab.,
V23077, RCNVR, Mrs. Mary Martin
(mother), Arichat, Cape Breton,

N.S.

Campbell, Allan Dickson, Ab.,
V22882 RCNVR, Mrs. Isobel Camp-
bell (mother), 28 Qrwle Gardens,
Toronto.

Curr, Stanley Raymond, Ab.,
V5972, RCNVﬂ Mark Curr (father),
2311 Montgomery street, Montreal.
Donnet, Daniel Heron, Ab., V22305,

RCNVR, Thomas Donnet (father)
107 Eaton avenue, Toronto.
" Gilboe, Arthur Francis, Ab,

V19071, RCNVR, Arthur J. Gilboe
(father), 647 Hall avenue, Windsor,
Ont.
Hall,
RCNVR, George Hall (father), 186
George street, Brockville.

Jordan, Donald AB., V19161,
RCNVR, Richard Jordan (father),
2452 Turner road, Windsor, Ont.

Lamoureux, Romeo Jo‘seph Ab.,
A1705, RCNR, Oliver Lamoureux
(£ather) 1918 Main street, Niagara
Falls, Ont.

Ring, Norman Eldon, AB V22923,
RCNVR, Mrs. Alice Ring (mother)
Campbell st., Collingwood.

Smith, Harold Wesley, AB., A2780,
RCNR, Mrs. Myrtle Smith (mother)
Port Hood Island, Inverness Countp,,
Cape Breton, N.S.

Stewart, Albert Mathers, AB.,
V12454, RCNVR, George Stewart
(father), 9217 111th ave., Edmonton.

Hognsell, Lione Ra&mond Edward,
08.7

rea

Prvor, Albert »Lorne, 08S., V24421,
RCNVR, Mrs. Lillie Pryor (mother),
778 Weatberd’ﬁn ave,, Port Rouge,

Winnipeg.
Real, Clare Andrew, OS. V12453,
RCNVR,  Mrs. Florence Real

John Robert, Ab., V18166,

23734, RCNVR, Mrs. Nesta Lan-
caster (sister), 3451 Shuter st., Mont-

(moifher), 11946 86th st Edmonton

Stephens, William Dawson, B.
V16322, RCNVR, Percy S. Stephens
1(father) 731 E:ghth ave. N,, Saska-
oon

Webb, William Lawrence Albert.
AB. V17387, RCNVR, John ‘Webb
(father), Godench :

Dearlove, Kenneth Harold, Slgmn.,
4085, RCN, Mrs. Margaret Dearlove
(mcl)ther), 5720 Waverley st., Mont-
rea

‘Griffin, Patrick Bernard, Sigmn,,
V5682, RCNVR, Mrs. Mary T. Grif-
fin (mother), 4415 Bannantyne ave.,
Verdun, Que.

Upton, Charles Michael Augustine,
ordinary coder, V3475, RCNVR, W.
F. Upton (father), 4 Dessane ave.,
Quebec City.

‘Bate, Leonard, acting leading tele-
graphist, V7646, RCNVR, Leonard
Bate (father), Dundalk.

Greenblatt, Moses, telegraphist,
V23388, RCNVR, Mrs. Eva Green-
blatt (mother), 4009 Debulhon st.,
Montreal.

Walker, Samuel Charles, tele-
graphist, V22378, RCNVR, Mrs. Nel-
lie Cartnell (mother), 117 Lapwyin'

ave., Toronto. |
Cove Gilbert Lloyd, acting en?one-

room artlflcer, fourth class, V26057,
RCNVR, Mrs, Muriel Cove (motker),
53 York st., Moncton, N.B.

Gamble, John Mellveen, actmg en-
gineroom  artificer, Iourth class,
V8328, RCNVR, Mrs, Elizabeth Gam-
ble (wife), 82 Selkirk st., Galt.

Legendre, Jean Marie, stoker petty
officer, A2115, RCNR, Xavier Legen-
dre (father), Rimouski Wharf, Que.

Cowan, Murray Allan, actmg lead-
ing stoker, 21586, RCN, Mrs. Isobel
Cowan (mother), Churchbridge,
Sask. |
Kennedy, Thomas Robert, Acting
Leading Stoker, V5831, RCNVR Mrs. |
Elsie Violet Kennedy (mother) 336
St. Paul's ave., Brantford.

Kitchen, Cyril Frederick, Acting
Leading Stoker, A1571, RCNR, Mrs.
Vera M. Kitchen (wife), 51 York
rd., Dundas.

Connor, John Walter, Stoker, first
class, V2408, RCNVR, Mrs. Alice
Helena Connor (wife), 83 Ludlow st.,
Saint John, N.B.

Edwards, Norman Jack Stoker,
first class, V6522, RCNVR, Mrs. Mar-
garet Edwards (w1fe) 274 Clarence
st., Ottawa.

Galbraith, Stuart, Stoker, first
class, A2105, RCNR, Mrs. Mary G.H
braith (mother), Ericau, Ont. *

Seaman, William John,
first class, V2412, RCNVR, Willjam
J. Seaman (father) 90 Somerset st.,
St. John, N.B.

Sennett, John Peter, Stoker, first
class, V19061, RCNVR, Mrs. Lillian
Sennett (mother), 3267 Edison st.,
‘Windsor, Ont.

Dunn, Rupert Maxwell, Cook,
A2473, Mrs. Minnie Dunn (mother),
Tuft's Cove, Dartmouth, N.S.

Whittemore, Edwin George, Cook,
V23517, RCNVR Mrs. Louise Whvte-
more (wxfe) 299A Grosvenor ave.,
Westmount, Que.

Anderson, John, . Probationary
Steward, V13860, RCN/R, Mrs. Conda
Ariderson (mother), R.R. 3, Eckville,
Alta.

Watts, D. James, Probationary

Child Prodigy

In Radio At13
Dundalk Sailor I s Mi lssmg

cording to a message received by
his parents here yesterday, Leadmg
Teiagraphet Leonard Bate is “miss-

Mrs. Leonard Bate here from

>4 :
he}(’( the " distinction
yoangest radio operator in Canada,
and when only 13 years old made
for himself. For th

nd Lake
~for naval

was eventually accepted
less operator.

his ship was being refitted.

last leﬁ:er to his parents told of
pxckmz up survivors from vessels
sunk in the Atlantic.

Born in England, young Bate came
to Canada 16 years ago with his
parents, who resided at Brampton
for several years prior to moving to
Dundalk about four years ago. The
father, a member of the Imperial
Army in the last war, was a prisoner
in Germany the greater part of the
war, For a long time after he
was captured no word was heard of

him by his wife in England but she

Dundalk, Feb. 19 (Specml)—Ac-‘

fec ired lost.” The news came to

“caughzj%’ ” on the Morse code and i

a wire-|
He spent a month at
his home here in the late fall w}ig: g

thNAED BATE

never gave' up hope of his being
alive,

The parents are hoping they may
yet hear that their son is alive.

Stoker, |

| Steward, V27265, RCNVR, Mrs. Julia

Besides the parents, Leonard kas a
sister, M7s Pat Henry, living in
Toronto. | She lormerly resid ln'
North Bay,

Watts (mother), Woodside Cottage,
near Crespin, Ctansbarn, near Wind-
sor, Berks, Eng.

Canavan, Lloyd Frederick, Stoker
First Class, V25810, RCNVR, Mrs.
Alberta. Canavan (wife), cio Mrs.
Charles Canavan, Upper prport
N.S.

Condie, James Ritchie, Slgmn,

V9836, RCNVR, Mrs. Ruth A Condie
(mother), 15 Luxton ave., Winnipeg.
Fisher, Edmund Joseph,‘ Ab.,
V23034, RCNVR, Mrs. Richard Fisher
(mother) Barrington, Que.
Jamieson, Robert David, Acti
Leading Seaman, 3838, RCN M
Rose Jamieson (mother) 8 Chftﬁ

Morley, William, A.b, V22326
RCNVR, Max Morley (!ather), 8
Willow ave., Toronto.

Oxforough George William, Act-
ing L.S., 3009, RCN, Mrs. Margaret
C. Oxborough (wife), 106 Kirk st.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Northumberland,

Eng.
Charles Cerina, OSE,
Regal-

‘toad, Westboro, Ont.

Regalbuto,
V6987, RCNVR, Mrs. Kathleen

buto (mother), 70 Biard st., Ottawa.

Rennie, William Allan, sick bm'bh
attendant, V18336, 7 ;

| Alice Rennie (mdther), 57

Oshawa.

VS g
Meacoe (wife),

‘ ave., Outremont, {
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\V,M.S—;iAkenard Suhk "

‘enard as she was when launched on
T Aug, 10, 1940. She was destroyed at

‘the enemy with the loss of 57 Cana-

/Z;%;%

A

This is the Canadian corvette Spik-

sea the other day in action against

dians, many of them from Toronto..
‘“he Spikenard was christened by
Lady Fiset, wife of the lieutenant-govy-

(.

ernor of Quebec,

S







a4

o v\i On

Naval Inform

SPIKENARD'S SKIPPER
COULD SAIL ‘BY EAR”

Blast From Whistle C,uidedj‘
Shadforth in Fog or Night

’ “He was always on the offensive,‘
_always looking for a scrap,” his|

colleagues: of |
. Canada’s cor-

ay of Lieut.-
Command e T

down  with
his ship, H.C.
M.S. Spiken-

believed lost.
Hubert Shadforth Command-
er Shadforth
was unofficially credited with at’
least one submarine and never had |
lost a ship from his convoys in
many months of service. Formerl
a Pacific coast' pilot, he was said
to-be able to navigate “by ear” in
darkness or in fog. Listening to w
biast from his ship’s whistle, he
vould give its position in relation
t, other ships or the shore,
b o s SO
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lszkenard s Survivors
Tell Story of Sinking

18 Hours Adrift on Float in Atlantic

By LOUIS HUNTER
(Canadian Press Staff Writer)

LONDON, Feb. 27.~Survivors
of the Canadian corvette Spike-
nard, torpedoed and sunk during
a submarine wolf-pack attack on
|la convoy in the North Atlantic,
{spent 1812 hours adrift on a half-
submerged float, it was revealed
Thursday. They buried two of
their companions at sea after
stripping them of their clothes to
cover their own scantily-clad and
shivering bodies.

The gallant little ship went down
three minutes after the torpedo
struck and all but eight of the
crew of 67 men aboard perished in
a sea blanketed by midnight dark-
ness.

- Other Canadian corvettes
dropped depth charge after depth
charge into the calm waters in a
vicious counter-attack against the
|submarine pack.
- Astonishing Escape
~ The men aboard the Spikenard
had only the barest chance of sav-
ting themselves and the eight alive
had an astonishing escape. Many
of them were asleep when the tor-
pedo ripped into the side of the
vessel just below the bridge. The
pxplosion splintered the port life-
boat ‘and flames from the fore-
cof the vessel qngultdd the

fmrboard lifeboat.
L Glnef !%tty Officer Alex,
ay, 34, of Verdun, Que.,

tokers Red MacMillan, 22, of
Mﬂm‘t Stew‘ri, P.EI, George

Morrison, 22, of Pictou, N.S.,
and others able to get away
were left with only a float and
a raft which they barely had
time to cut adrift.

Their desperate plight ended the
day after the torpedoing when
they were picked up by a British
corvette, hours after their hopes
had been falsely buoyed by the ap-
pearance on the horizon of an air-
craft which disappeared without
sighting them.

Tell Story of Sinking

Day, MacMillan and Morrison
‘| passed through London at the end
of their leave on their way back
to sea and Canada, determined to
even the score for their friends
whom the Nazis killed. They told
the first story of the desperate
U-boat attack which failed to halt
the passage of the convoy their
ship was escorting.

Sipping tea in the forces’ can-
teen of one of London’s gloomy
railway stations while they waited
for a train to take them to a Brit~
ish port, they told their story.

Day, a stocky veteran wearing
a neat new uniform, said: “The
torpedo struck, the explosion
awakened us and when we reach-
ed the deck we saw other Cana-
dian corvettes attacking submar-
ines to port and starboard.

“The Spikenard immediately
started sinking. One lifeboat was
smashed by the explosion and the
other lifeboat was aflame.”

Blown to Surface
Day had no time to clear the

raft before the ship sank. He

floated off ‘on it and was dragged
down in the suction of the sink-
ing vessel until an underwater ex-
plosion “blew him to the surface
again.

“I got clear of the wake and
when I made the surface I heard
voices and saw MacMillan, Mor-
rison and others on the float,” he
said. “I swam over to the ﬂoat
and when I reached if they were
changing e raft. They pulled)
me out*and we heard a cduple
of cries over the water, but the
voices faded and died before we
could 1ocate them.”

Morzisor:, sporting a beard he
had been growing for two months,
interjected: “Only three of us left
the ship together and we picked
the others up in the water.”

None of the survivors was prop-
erly clothed. Day wore only a
cotton shirt and pants and had
no shoes or socks. MacMillan had
shoes, socks and dungarees, and
Morrison had come from the hot
stoke-hold wearing a shirt, pants
and shoes.

“We huddled together for
warmth and tried to sleep,” Day
continued. “In the morning we
had bully beef, biscuits and
water. An aircraft flew along the
horizon during the day, but flew
away without seeing us.”

Four Burned

Four of the men aboard the raft
were so badly burned they re-
quired hospital attention when
eventually they reached shore,
During the time aboard the raft
the others did their best to keep

the injured men warm and alive.

~ |submarine with a depth ehvlr
MacMillan declared. g

They described their disc )
tha raft simply as “con&derab
“There wcre no comj
whatsoever,” Day said, and
Millan added: “The only thmcwv
wanted was a cigarette,” ;
. The men told of two of their
companions who died on the raft
only on condition that their m
be withheld, :
“When we picked them up m
found they had bgen badly in-

f"

jured by theé expl ,Day said,
11 am.

“We buried b at sea‘
stripped them offtheir clo
because we were cold,

said a prayer and lowered m
into the sea.”

There was no panic mcl no
shouting when the Spikenar
hit, “just men working in s enma
to get the rafts and floats <
Day recalled. fre

“I would like to say,” he sai
he walked up the statlon platform
“that the crew of the Enllilh cowv
vette did everything hi .
sible to make us comfortable; iﬁ
tﬁt’s something we greatly appre-
ciate

The three men who w
joined at port by H. J. Laabs
a fourth uninjured survivor
they will avenge bi
took the lives of so W,ot

conDlpanions. i 6!
ay, a native E:;xlmd
has lived in Canada for
told his grey-haired mother m
three sisters as he boarded the
train: “We’ll even up the co
against them and get a
for each one of the boys if W
sible.” i
“I want to get direct{y Vevnr 3

“It little rests what I
Morrison said, “than that I
to go back to sea. I want
even and I will get even."

Some persons have a

\jointed fingers, instead of

—

s







Photos and narrative re SPIKENARD's 1lsst

spike driven into fleor of "Crowsnest™",
St. John's, and refs to the many ships!
badges of the Second World War on the

walls of the "Crowsnest™ (Press).
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the Canadian and Royal navies and a club member,
points to the crests of HMCS Assiniboine and
HMCS Skeena, two famous destroyers.

(Gazette Photo Service.)

FAMOUS CRESTS DECORATE WALLS: Crests
~of Allied ships of the Second World War are to be
found in abundance at the Naval Officers’ Club,
McGregor street.

Historic Souvenirs of Navy Ships
Recall Stirring Days to Ex-officers

By LAUCHIE CHISHOLM

One cold, blustery day 11 years
ago this month in St. John’s,
Nfld., the captain of HMCS
Spikenard walked up the 59
wobbly steps from street level to
the Crow’s Nest, the local sea-
going officers’ club:

As was his custom, Lt.-Cdr.
H. G. Shadworth, RCNR, nailed
a spike in the floor—the “Spike-\
nard” was in port. 4

Later that night at sea the
Spikenard's captain went down
with his corvette.

Today, the last spike driven
by the captain is framed at the
Naval Officers’ Club Inc., 1530
McGregor street.

The homely wooden plaque is
enly one of the wartime ships’
crests and bells that are . hung
thick over the walls of the only
club. in Canada exclusively for
~ex-naval officers.

The original Crow’s Nest was
opened to officers of the Allied
fighting ships and merchant
navy. Many reminders of that
“loud and smoke-filled room” are
kept in the loeal club, opened
in 1946 as a peacetime meeting

*| place, ‘
W e ,_,tha@nﬂs-ucrests,qf Cana-
\" “dian, U.S., ritish, Free French
and Norwegian‘ ships line the
walls, Found there are colorful
crests that once adorned gun
shields of such famous Canadian
sub-killing destroyers as the As-
siniboine and Skeena. The last
named went down ‘in the fall
of 1944 in a storm off Iceland.
Some of the crests have humor-
ous lines but all seem to reflect
a determination that must have
. characterized all those men who
. “shepherded’ 'convoys across the
Atlantic. : :
- A plague with the Cross of Lor-
raine, symbol of the Free French,

(Gazette Photo Service.)

“HIS SPIKE”: A{ the Naval Officers’ Club Ine., 1530 McGre.gq:
street, the “last spike” of Lt.-Cdr. H. G. Shadworth, RCNR, is
preserved. He drove the spike into the floor of the Crow’s Nest,
St. John’s, Nfld, the night before he and his ship were lost at
sea. Many wartime mementos are found in the unique club here.

&
S T

i

hangs next to a defiant Canadian
insignia proclaiming in fractured
broad Scotch “Wha daur meddle
wi’ me.”

More than 400 ex-officers are
members of the club. Older, and
usually of a little wider girth than
in wartime days, they come for
luncheon or just esoteric gather-
H gs. ; i

And, not infrequently, their talk
furns to wartime and tales of
“sheep dog” days shepherding
ships in the Atlantic.

For old sailors, like old soldiers,
do not rean% fade away. Most are
prosperous businessmen.

Among the founders and first

T —

members of the club were such.
sea-going Montrealers as Com-
modore Paul Earl, Capt. Malcolm
Campbell and Capt. Ralph War-

'City')Ask-»s Federal
Exemption of Tax

On Own Purchases

Request to the federal govern-
ment to Consider during coming
study of the budget, the possibil-
ity of exempting municipal corpor-
ations from the federal sales tax on
their purchases was sent yesterday
by Montreal’s civie adminiete-it

wlclg. Robert Laurin is president
for 1863, 1%
* A patron is the Duke of Edin-
burgh. Few clubs in Canada can
claim such an honor.
cers from France, Cuba,

Argentina and the U.S. have
visited the eclub, whose premises
were donated without charge by
Duncan  Hodgson. Furnishings
were supplied by Sam Bronfman.

The spirit of the navy still
pervades. It is caught is the lines
from the “Ancient Mariner”
hung above the fireplace:
“And every day for food and

play, 8
Came to the Mariner’s Hollo.”
i
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o7 CANADIANS

Only Eight of
Vessel's Crew

Reported Safe

with the Canadian corvette Spiken

corvette to be lost since the great war
started, was believed to have been
“torpedoed by a German submarine
while she was on convoy escort work
in the North Atlantic.”

May Have Broken

It was thought the vessel broke in
two after being hit,

Loss of life on the Spikenard, in-
cluding her commander, who was par-
ticularly well-known in Canada’s west
coast peacetime mercantile marine
operations, brought total Royal Cana-
dian navy dead and missing in this
war to date to 522.
| “Four of the survivors, reported to
'be slightly wounded, are in hospital
in England,” said the statement from
naval service headquarters.

H.M.C.S. Spikenard had spent many
weeks at sea throughout the winter
in company with other ships of the
Royal Canadian navy, guarding the
Jife-line to the United Kingdom.
,jte'!;ﬂfe? fact that only eight men sur-
vived suggests the Corvette broke up
and sank within minutes after the be-
| lieved torpedoing,” said the navy.

“They were rescued by a corvette
of the Royal Navy and taken to a
British port.”

The navy gave no other details of
the loss.

But of the ship’s captain the naval
1statement added: :

“As a naval officer he was one of
the most popular in the ships iden-
tified with the east coast ports.”

Men from both coasts were among
those lost with the Spikenard. Too,
there were men from Ontario, Quebec,
Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan.

Loss of the vessel came at a time
‘when phe dark nights are growing
shortex over the North Atlantic and
‘Canadian navy men can see the begin-
ning of thé end of a wartime winter
which has tried their endurance and
brought honor to their name,

OTTAWA, Feb. 19. (CP).—Five officers of the Royal.Canadian
Navy, and 52 ratings, ‘‘are missing and must be considered lost’’
ard, believed to have been torpedo-
ed in the Atlantie, it was announced today. i ]

Eight men, four of them wounded, were saved..

In the typically-terse form common to all navy -announcements,
Navy Minister Macdonald made known the loss today.

The Spikenard’s captain, Lt.-Cmdr. Hubert @&, Shadforth of Van-
couver, and all of his officers, went down with their ship.

H.M.C.S. Spikenard, third Canadian®

R. H. Wilcox:
Wm. Stephens
Are Missing |

Russell Harold Wilcox, son of Mr,
and Mrs. D, L. Bole, Arthur street
and Neebing avenue, and a stoker
first class in the R.C.N.V.R., is miss-
ing and believed lost on active ser-
vice. He:' was aboard the corvette
Spikenard.

Also reported missing and presum-
ed dead is Acting Leading Seamqn
William D. Stephens, formerly of iie
Fort William Bank of Montreal.
Officeﬂ,"M»M ,Sa';sky

Word to this effect was received
yesterday by Mrs. Bole from the
minister of national defence for naval
services, No other information was

. forthcoming,

Russell, 19 years of age, was home
on sick leave two months ago and
only recently was he promoted to the

B N Mol

-

L

R. H. Wilcox

ge One)

inued from Pa

sportg’ circles, he was an active par-
ticipant in hockey ‘and foothall, He
attended St. Paul's Anglican church,

‘Besides Mr. and Mrs. Bole, Rusself
has a sister, Louise, at home. v
sActing Leading Seaman William ﬂ
Stephens reported lost' on’ the cor-
vette Spikenard, formerly was em-
ployed -at the Bank of Montreal, Fort
William. He was remembered by
officers at the Port Arthur naval
barracks, this morning, as “one of the
smartest seamen who ever went on
draft from the Lakehead.”

Stephens joined the Port Arthur
division, Royal Canadian Naval Voi-
unteer Reserve, on Jan. 13, 1941. He
was called up for active service on
April 30, 1941, and after a period of
training at the Port Arthur barracks
was drafted to the east coast on
June 16 last year, He soon won
promotion to Able Seaman, and then
to Acting Leading Seaman. As far
as is known he had no relatives at
the Lakehead. His father, Percy S.
Stephens, lives in Saskatoon,

~Stephens joined the staff of the
Bank of Montreal in July, 1933, ard
was transferred to the Fort William
branch in August, 1939, as a teller.
He was a member of the Kin‘smen_?s
club of Fort William,

RUSSELL HAROLD WILOOX
Stoker First Class

rank of stoker first class. He joined
the navy in May, 1940, and left Fort
William for the east coast in August
of that year. In December, 1940, he
went overseas on convoy duty,
s - Born in City !

Russell was born and educated in
Fort William. He attended publia
school here and was taking a course
at the Vocational school prior to his
enlistment in the navy. 3

Widely-known in young people’s

(Continued on page 18, column 7)
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ONTO MEN AMONG

Canada Loses Third

; 17 g

Corvette "7 W/ﬁs OFFICERS,

| 32 RATINGS

vette, Torpedoed

it was announced to-day.

were saved..

aphi

onnet, 107 Eaton ave.; Te
Lappa

‘Samuel Charles Walker, 11
khy, 78 Wlllow‘ ave.

: wf;e‘ rﬁ:‘fﬂtf

known the loss.

Atlantic.”

CASUALTIES

Four Toronto and 18 On-
tario Men Lost as
Spikenard, RCN Cor-

Eight men, four of them wounded

One Toronto man, Wilfred E. Mills.
of 11 Humberview road, was among
the eight survivors. He was, how-
.ever, reported injured in the tor-
pedomg Of the 57 men reported
missing and presumed lost, four
were from Toronto. They are: Able
Seaman Allen Campbell, 28 Oriole

ardens; Able Seaman Dagﬁel s

ave., and Able Seaman William Mcj-

ship.
‘Wmcally terse form com-
X navy announcements,
Navy Mimstet Macdonald made

¥

Ottawa, Feb. 19—Five officers of
the Royal Canadian Navy, and 52
ratings, “are missing and must be
considered lost” with the Canadian
corvette * Spinkenard, believed” to
have been torpedoed in the Atlantic,

-

\ 

HMCS Spikenard, third Cana-
dian corvette to be lost since the
second Great War started, was be-
lieved to h e been. “totpedoed by
a German submarine while she was
on couvoy, escort work in the North |

. Loss of life on the"splkenard in-
' cluding her commander, who was
particularly well- known’ in Canada’s
west coast peacetime mercantile ma- |
rine operations, brought total Royal
Canadian Navy dead and missing in

this war to date to 522.

HMCS Spikenard had spent many
weeks at sea throughout the winter
in company with other ships of the
Royal Canadian Navy, Igyuarding the

lifeline to the United Kingdom.

The Navy gave no other details of

the loss.

But of the shxp’s captain, the Naval

statement added:

“As a naval othcer he was one of
the most popular in the ships identi-

fied with East Coast ports.”

Navy quoted him as say'mg on

~several occasions:
“It gives me a

k’k satlsfachon to

be able to help in the protection of
the ships in which are serving the
great men who were my collﬂagues
in peacetime.
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w088 of H.lM.C,S, opikenard

HelieCoeS+ Spikenard (Corvette) -
Date of sinking: 10 Feb. 1942 3

Coumanding Officer: Lt. Cdr. H.G. Shadforth , & ¢ ™%

Complement: 05 S "
Dead or missing: 57 ( % Shrwwe ° wasan)
Survivors:

On the 19th of February, 1942, the Honourable Angus
L. MacDonald, Minister for Naval Services, annocunced the
sinking by enemy action of His Majesty's Canadian Ship
Spikenard. Commanded by Lieutenant-Coumander Hubert George
Shadforth, RCNR, the corvette Spikenard (K-198) was senior
ship of a Mid-Ucean Escort CGroup engaged in escorting the
slow convoy SC 67 bound for the United Kingdom.

The catastrophe occurred the night of February 10,
1942, in position 56° 10! Nérth; 21° 07" West, a point some 500
miles west of the Irish coast and about the same distance south
of Iceland. The convoy of 22 merchant ships extended in a |
block formation of seven columns was on an easterly course,
plodding through fairly heavy seas. In the intense darkness
of the night, the convoy was slowly approaching "Eastomp* (Eastern
Ocean Meeting Place) where the escort ships were to have been
relieved by the Western Approaches Escort Group which would
shepherd the merchantmen to United Kingdom ports. In fact,
the Senior Officer had already'issued the orders to the ships of
his foree directing them to shape course for Londonderry
immediately on arrival of the British escort ships.

In addition to Spikenard, the Senior Officer had
a total of five corvettes in his force -- H.M.C. Ships Louisburg,
Dauphih, Chilliwack, Shediac, and Lethbridge.

At the time of the attack, Spikenard was zig-zagging
ahead of the starboard column of the convoy. The remainder of

the escort group were stationed in protective sereening positions




e

around the convoy as follo@a: Louisburg, about 2000 yards on the
starboard beam of the leading ship in the starboard column,
so, considerably more than a mile of f Spikenard's starboard
quarter; Dauphin, about one mile astern of the starboard
column; Chilliwack, in position of f the port bow of the port
column of the convoy; Shediaec, off the port quarter of the
last merchantman in the port column; Lethbridge, stationed ofif
Shediag's port quarter on the 1oo g%t for shadowing U~boats astern.

At 2220 (;5§; time) __;;;L_gg_ on the port bow sighted
a dark object on the surface and trained her L-inch gun on the
target. Fire was withheld for the PBritish corvettes werse
expected on that bearing. However, when the dark shape
disappeared it was realized that the target was a U-boat.
Almost at once, asdic contact was made and Chilliwack altered
course and attacked with depth charges. However, econtact uld
not be regained. A

¥ithin a few minutes action began on the starboard
bow of the convoy. The senior officer's ship Spikenard was at
‘action stations when she was struck by a torpedo at_ggng:é;,,.m—
Almost simultaneously, Louisburg sighted the wake of a torpedo
going down her port side. At 2232 the Norwegian ship Heina blav
up. Heina was the second vessel of the starboard column. The
two explosions tock place so closely together in respect of timo
and positimn, that, to many of the ships, they appeared to be
one and the same casualtye.

The escort ships were from 1} to 7 miles distant
from one another., GChilliwack was already in action and the
remainder with the exception of Lethbridge who remained on
station, went immediately into search and attack tactics.

Dauphin's Officer of the Watch saw a ship
torpedoed at 2230 at an estimsted distance of 3 miles and
seconds later saw a second explosion on roughly the same

bearing. Dauphin immediately closed a burning wreck (Heina)
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carrying out an asdic sweep. Concerned over
the possibility of a second ship having been
torpedoed, Dauphin's Commanding Officer directed
Shediae, who was racing up from the port quarter,
to sweep and search farther ahead. However,
nothing was found. Dauphin stood by the Norwegian
tanker until she sank at COl5 on the llth,
piecking up all survivors. ‘

The other escorts tell the same story
of uncertainty as to what had happened and pre-
ocgupation with more immediate tasks. Shediagc
who was on the port quarter astern, on hearing
the explosion closed in the general direction
and passed close to a torpedoed ship (presumably
Heina), which appeared to be sinking slowly. &
carried on with her primary task of hunting the¢
attacking U-boat. After dropping a pattern of
depth charges on a good contact, Shediac closed a /"
sinking ship (Heina) and found Dauphin standing (v o

Louisburg was undoubtedly the escort closest
to Spikenard and it is not entirely clear why the
torpedoing of the senior officer was not sighted.
Of course at that particular moment a torpodo#
going down the port side took the bridge's
attention and this was quickly followed by the
blowing up of the tanker off the corvette's port
quarter, Loulsbury at once altered to starboard
£6 60mb the torpedo*'s track and succeeded in
gaining a firm contact which she attucked for the
next hour and a half.
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Lethbridge remained on station well back on the
}4&% quartér of the convoy. During subsequent proceedings
she heard Dauphin trying unsuccessfully to raise Spikenard
by radio-telephone but suspected nothing more serious than
R/T failure, a fairly common occurrence.

Chilliwack at the time of the attack was proceeding
down the port side of the convoy on a reciprocal course after
attacking the U-boat that had been contacted on the port bow
of the convoy. She continued to search astern of the convoy
which had by this time pulled well ahead.

Shortly after déylirht Dauphin's Cozmanding Of ficer began
to suspect that one of the twoe ships torpedoed wight have been
Spikenard. Shediac also noted that Spikenard was missing at
daylight but the C.0. thought that she was somewhere over the (?
horizon even though the Senior Officer's proper positic » = e |
with the convoy. However, none of the others could provide
confirming evidence and it was not until the Senior Officer of
the British escort im H.M.S. St. Albans joined at 1045 on the
11th, that definite action was taken. Helle8, Gentian picked
up 8 survivors from -ne of Spikenard's Carley floats -- the
only survivors.

When the torpedog strueck H.M.C.S. Spiken ard, most of
the ship's company had left their mess decks to take action staﬁkpns
and those from forward were grouped on the forecastle or between O
it and the bridge. The torpedo{ apparently crashed into the ship
in the vicinity of the wardroom and the stokerd flat directly
below the bridre and the well deck abaft the break of the forscastle.
This factor undoubtedly accounts for the heavy lo:s of life among
the of ficers as well as the men. The ship's side and the deck
at the break of the forecastle disintegrated. A flash fire‘destroyec

the bridge and wireless room with their personnel as well as one
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of the ship's boats. A drum of gasolene stowed beside the
mast probably added to the holocaust.

The men escaping from below had to run through the flames
and then fell into the sea where the deck had been blown away.
The ship floodé&\rapidly below the water-line in and below the
forward mess decks as far aft as No. 1 Boiler Room. Since the
upper mess dock had no\water-hight hatch to the lower mess deck,
the sea-water rose rapidly and the ship sank in three to five
minuteés. The whistle blew continoously until the ship slipped
beneath the waves, Spikenard went down head first and just before
her final plunge was shaken by another explosion caused by either
a hot boiler or a depth charge. The second sea-boat was probably
destroyed in this explosion.

With both boats gone the only survivors were those who
reached the Carley float. The raft was also launched but nothing
further was heard of its occupants. Two who reached the CaYom

float were badly injured and died subiequently. These were put
over the side. Some who had fallen into the water through

the hole in the well-deck forward climbed back into the ship and
presumably perished in the second explosion., Survivors on the
Carley float stated that others could be heard shouting around
them for some time in the darkness but they could not be located
by the slow moving fleat. Shortly after the ship sank a corvette .
passed by (probubly Shediagc) but since the float was not provided
with flares there were no means of attracting the corvotti'l
attention. ‘

In reconstructing the action, it is reasonably clear

that at least two U-boats attacked the convoy. It would appear
'that Q%*;l;wack successfully held the U-boat on the port bow
subn.rgad so that no successful attack materialized from that
quarter., Moreover, it would appear that Spikenard's attacker
fired a salvo of torpedoes from off the starboard bow of the
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convoy accounting for the destruction of Spikenard and the
tanker Heina. The torpedoy that passed Louisburg may have
been the one that sank Heina.

The Board of Inquiry that was convened to investigate
the. loss of Spikenard certainly broughfto light the existence
of much confusion but the escort commanders were exonerated
so far as any negligence in coming to the aid of Spikenard
was concerned. The Board concurred with the policy of
searching out the U~boat attackers before conducting rescue
operations.

Out of the ship's company of 65 officers and men, 8

men survived,

Sources: NS 18870-331/100 (file)
NS 18280-SC 67 (file)

——— T o




Ottawa; February 19, 1942 Hon. Angus L. lfacdonald, liinister

T M7

for llaval Services, regrets Lo announce that Hl.C.S. Spikenard; a

20

corvette, has been sunk by enemy actions All five officers and 52
of the 60 ratings are miv°1nb and must be considered lost. The next
of kin have been informed.

Naval Service Headquarters stated that i% is believed the ship
was torpedoed by a Germen submarine while she was on convoy escort
work in the North Atlantic, Four of the suryivors, reported to be
slightly wounded, are in hos njugl_in Englande.

TT.}.CsS. Spikenard's captain, Lieutenant-Commander Hubert G.

sas particularly wellsknown

-

Shadforth, Roval Canadian Naval Reserve
b

a

in the nercantile marine on Canada's west coast in peacotime.. As a

naval officer he was one of the most popular in the ships identified

with east coast ports.

Tt gives me a great satisfection,™ he had remarked on several

&

occasions, ‘to beo able to help in the protection of tThe ships in

.

which are serving the great men who were my collcagucs 1n pecace~time, ™

mh3 o ~ ¥ - + A Ad BmmAaAnt TAn e el +- N~ e )
This Canadian corvette had spent mony weeks at sca throughdut

"
t

the wintcer, in company with other ships of the Royal Carnadian Navy,

¢ life-line to the United Kingdoms

Fact that only eisht mcn survived suggests thoe corvette broke
up and san ithin minutcs aftecr the believed torpcdoinge. They were

rcscued by e corvette of the Royal Mevy and taken ©o a Britils

s o809 IEORE

NAVAL HEADOQUARTERS (INFORMATION SECTION)
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$.10,C,8. "SPIITIARD" SURVIVORS' LIST
NAME RANK/RATING NAE & ADDRISS OF
Sl OFFICIAL 1O, NEXT=0F-IN

The following were slizhtly wounded in action &nd are
in the Row 1l Naval Auxi liary Hospital, SEAFORTH,England.

Légirement blessés & l'action et admis & 1'HOpital auxiliaire de
de la Marine royale a Seaforth (Angleterre) .

COWAN, Denis Hugh Able Sceman, Mother:
113-C-655 V.6481, Mrgs. Annie Cowan,
R.C.H.V.R, 158 Westley Ave.,
Matelot breveté Laurentian View,

Réserve des volontaires OTTAWA, Ont.
de la M.R.Ce

DEANS,' Thomas Russell A/1dg. Smn., Mother :
62-D=224 3212 Mrs, Jane Deans,
R,C. N, 408 Buckna St.,
f.f, quartier-maitre TRATL, B.C.
IJI"R.CO X
MILLS, Wilfred Edward Télegraphist, Wife: "~
113-M-2015 V.22962, Mrs, Normen Edna Mills,
R.C.N,V.R, 11 Humbérview Road,
Télégraphiste TORONTO, Ontario,
’ R.VMReCo -
WHITWORTY, John Lindley Signalnanm, v Mother:
113-W-563 V.0411, Mrs, Winnifred Whit-
R.C:NV.R, worth, =
Timonier 27 Garfisld Ave.,’
ReV.MeR4Co HANMILTON, Ontario,

OTEER SURVIVORS

DAY, Alexander Albert A/C,E.R.A, Wife:

113-D-490 V.5825, Mrs. Violet Frances Day,
R.C,N.V.R, 881 Risélle Avenue,
f.fy maltre-miécanicien VERDUN, P,Q,
’ RaVMoReCo 3
LAARS, Harold John Sl sl ° Ilo next-of-kin.
113-~1~-552 V.16182,

R.C.N.V.R,

- Second maitre-chauffeur
MacMILLAN, Reginald o X706 Mother: '
113-17=-1204 V.1328, IMrs., Joseph Macilillen,
R.C.N.V.R, R.R.#2, x
chauffour lit. Stewart, P.E.I,
’ ReVeiedReCa
MORRISON, Gearge Amlerson Sto, I/C, Mother: s
113-11-16 96 V.25791, Mrs, lary Morrison,
R.C.N,V.R. 11 Blliott Street,
chauffeur PICTOU, N.84

RV MeRWCa
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HML.C.S, "SPIKENARD! CASUALTY LIST

OFFICIERS

QFFICERS

TAME RANK/RATING NAME - & ADDRESS OF

OQFFICTIAL NO, WL T=-0F -KIN

SHADFORTH, Hubert G, Lisut, Cdr, Wife: " i
(File 123~ S-85) R,C.N.R, - Mrs, Georginia Shadforth,

Lieutenant-commander
Réserve de la Marine
rovale canadienne
Lieut,

RGN VR,

FAWCETT, Charles Cavour
(File 103 ~F=27)

Licutesnant de vaisseau

] RoV:M.R.Co
HUGIES, Robert Alexamder Lieut, .
(File 103-11-47) BaGL . TR,

Licutenant de vaisseau

R.V.I’-"I .RQC.

MILTIIORY,Patrick Reginald Lieut.
(File 123-M-133) R.C.N,R.

Lieutenant de vaisseau

ROI‘E .R.C.

Sub,Lieut.
R oC .II .V OR L]

MARKHALL, - Gerald Arthur
(file 103-11-219)

4613 Bellevus Drive,
VANCOUVER, B.C,

Wife: '
IIrs, ©lla Isobel Fawcett,
GRANTVILIE, N,S,

Wife:
Mrs, Esther Hughes,
lamilton Hill, -
DUNDAS, Ont ari O,

Wife: :
Mrs Florence E. Milthorp,
615 I Hampshire Rd.,

Oak Bay

VIC TORIA B,C.

Father:

" Mr, Gerald M, Markham,

Sous-lieutenant de vais. 641 Murray Eill,

R.V.MReCo

YATELOTS

RATINGS

K]:TTIE A.].I.Led omed1°3’ C;PIOO’

(Flle 123 K-93) A,2382
R.C.N,R,
Premier-maitre
R.o.t nq Co E

‘BLOUIN,Joseph Arthur Ivan Able Smn,,

(File 113 B-1035) V.3582
REMVRe
Matelot brevetd
R.JVHR.Co
BOUDREAU, John Reaymond £ble Smn,,
(File 125-B-459) A,4557

BB W N e
Matelot hreveté

i RJ,'I@I‘?.@C. i

- BOUTIN, Conrad William AbBle Smn,,
(File 113-B-1082) V.230177

R.C.N,V.R,

Matelot breveté
£ble Smn.,
V.22882
KOV Ra
Matelot breveté

CAMPBELL, Allan Dickson
(File 113-0 1264)

2 ReVM.R4Co -
CURR, Stanley Raymond Able Smm.,,
(Flle 113-C-342) V.59172,

R.C.N.V.R.

Matelot breveté
R.Vol\t’i ~Ro C .

WESTMOUNT, P.Q.

lother:
Mrs. Edith

May Kettle,
RR.No, 2, :

MAMDAUMIN, Onterio,
Father:

Mr. Joseph Blouin,
St Jean, Isle D'Orleans,

s '(,c

Mother: :
~ Mrs, Remi. R, Boudreau,
BOUDREAUVILLE , )

Richmond County, IN.3,

lothe?:
Mrs, Mary Martin, :
ARICHAT, Cape Breton,N,.S.

Mothe?:
Mrs, Isobel Campbeéll,
28 Oriole Gardens,
TORONTO, Ontario.

Fathér:
Mr, Mark Curr, :
2311 Montg omerj Stey
MONTREAL, P.Q.



DOI'MYET, Danicl Heron
113-D-~ 608

GILBOE, Arthur Francis
113-G=-498

P&LL John Robert
113t H- 798

JORDAIT, Donald
113=-J-274

LAIOUREUX, Romco Joscph
123-L~112

RIG, Norman Eldon,
113—R-760

’SIITH, Harold Woslcy
123-5-293

STEWART, Albort Mathcrs
113-8-969

HOUBSELL, Lioncl Raymond
Edward
113-H-1150

PQYOR Albert Lorne
113-P=726

RﬁAL, Clarc Andrcw
ll}-R—SSé

RANK/RATTI
OFFICIAL NO.

Able Scaman,
V22305
ReCeliaVaRs
Matelot' brevetéd
R.V.M,R.C,
Able Seamun
&r‘-"ixa
R.C.N. V.R.
matelot breveté
R.VM,R.Co

Ablc Sceman,
V.10166

R.CiN+sVsRe
matelot breveté

RoVeMaRaCo
Able Scaman
V.19161

Ral sNoTaRa
natelot breveté

R.V.M.R.C,

Ablc Scaman,
A.1705

ReC M Ra
matelot breveté

RWMLR.Ce
Able Scaman
Vs 22923

RiCaNaeVeRa
matelot breveté

ReVeMeReCo

Ablc Sceman,
A.,2780 -

Rl o Ne R
nmatelot breveté

RM.R.Co

Able Scéaman,
Vel2454,
ReCoelie VuRe

matelot breveté
RV MRCa- ¢

Ord, Smm.,
V.23734,

R.C MoV R
matelot de pont
RV M RCa

Ofd, Smis
v.24421,

telot' %ERﬁont

RoVellaReCo

Ord. Smn.,
V.12453,

RuCeliaVaRs
natelot de pont

ReVelleReCo

v19o7l

NAVE & ADDRESS OF

NEXT OF KIIf _

Fatheér:
¥Mr., Thomas Donnot
107 Taton Avenue,
TOROL 0 Ollbdl .LO.

Pathers
Mre. Arthur J,., Gilboe,
647 Hall Avenuc
WINXDSOR, Ontario.

Father: )
Mr. Gecorge Ho ll
186 Goorge Stroet,
BROCKVILLE ’ Ontario,

Father:
Mr. Richard Jordan,
2452 Turncr Road,
WINDSOR, Ont,

Father:
Mr, Oliver Lamourcux,
1918 Main Strect, -

- NIAGARA PALLS, Ont.

Mother’
lrse. Alice Ring,
Camphecll Strect,’
COLLINGY/OOD, Ont,

Mother:
Mrs. Myrtle Smith,
Port Hood Island,
Inverncss County,
CAPE BRITON, N.&

Fathers:
Mr. Gcorgec Stecwart,
9217 111th Avciaue,
EDLONTOIT, Alta,

Sistcr
mro. Nesta Lancast pr,
3451 Shutcr Strcct,
MONTREAL, Quc,

Mother?
Mrses Lillic Pryor,; .
118 Weathcrdon AVGe,
Port Rouge, WINITIPLG,
ﬁanitoba.

Mothor:?
lirss -Florcnec Roal,
11946 86th Strecet,
EDIIONTONY, Albcrta.



LY - ‘
- 5w
NALE RAIZ/RATING iI"AllE & ADDRESS 0OF
OFFICIAL 0. NEXT OF XIN
*
£ ;
STEPITENS®Villiam Duwson A.Bw Fathcrs
113~58-123%4 Ve16322 lir., Porcy S, Stcphens,
}3.0.37.'\ .R. 7)1 %th AV\... , ‘\OI'uh
Matelot breveté SASKATOON, Sasks
ReVMoRoCo -
WEBB, William Lawrcnce Albert AeBe Father: *
113-W=917 V.l73 o7 Mr, John Wobb,
ReCoNsV.Rs GODERICH, Ontario.
Matelot breveté
DEARLOVE, Konncth Harold Signalman, Mothcr:
62~ D-296 4085 - ' lirs, Nargarct Dearlovo,
ReCoNo 5720 Waverlcy Strect,
Timonier JIONTREAL, Quo,
larine royale canadienne
GRIFFINI, Patrick Bernard Signalman, Mother:
113-G=3%40 Ve5682 -Mrs, Mary T, Griffin-
: ReColleVeRe 4415 Bannantync Avi.,
Timonier VERDUN, Quc.,
ReVlleBiCua
UPTOMN, Charlcs Michacl Ord. Codor, Father:
Augustine V.34175 Mr. W.¥, Upton,
113%-U=8 ReLBN.V.R, 4 Dossanc Avenuc,
Déchiffreur QUEBEC, Qucbec,
ReVeMoReCo :
BATE, Lconard, A/Ldf:. Tol sy Fathér: :
113=-B=519 V. 7646, lr, Loonard Batc,
el RaCalls V.R.- . DUNDALK, Ontario.,
f.fe quartier-naitre télégraphiste
GREZ BEATT, Moscs T&élegraphist, fothels
113-G-674 V.23%338 lMrs, Eva Grocenblatt,
RiC.N.V.R,s 4009 DcBullion St.,
Télégraphiste MONTREAL, .Qucbee
WALKER, Sanucl Cherlcs Teclcgraphist, Mothors
113-7=7%2 Ve223178 Mrs, Nollic Cartnoll,
RiCuolieViRe 117 Lappin nvonup,
Télégraphisbe TOROIITO, Ontario.
COVE, Gilbert Llovd ‘ A/E ReA. 4/c Mothot:
113-C~143%"7 " V.26057 lirs, Muricl Cove,
RiCsiisVeR, " 53 York Strcot,
: f.f. mécanicien (4e el RIONCTON, l1.B,
GAIBLE, John MeIlvcen, A/E Rehe 4/01 Wifcs”
113-G- 326 V.0328 Lrs, Dlizaboth Gamble,
" "RiCelieVeRe W 82 Sclkirk Streot,
f.fs mécanicien (4e cl.) CGALT, Ontario,
ReValiaReCo
LEGENDRE, Jean Maric SePeDs Fathch:
123-1-140 A.2115 lr, Xavier Legendre,
ReColleRa RIMOUSKI WHARF, Quc,
Second maitre chauffcur
COWAN , ilurray nllan A/Ldg. Sto, ’ Kother:
62-C= 363 ‘ 2150% lirses Isobcl Cowan,’

Rl < 2% g 0 e T & CIlURCHBRIDGE, Sasks,
fofs chauffeur (lére cl.)



A
&
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ZITLUY Thomas Robert

3332 -\-197

KITCHRIT,
123-K-56

Cyril

CONITOR, John /altor

1135~ C—o57

EDYARDS, orman Jack
113-E-133

C’T.A.LB?\.‘:A ITI: Y SE uwer .t!
123-G-115

SEAIAN, "Williscm John
112-5-734

SENKETT- John Pcter
113-5-86%

DUI , QL’l'DCI't l.LLL:CVOll
123-D-183%

WZITTENORE, Edwin Goorge
113—W~883

ANDERSON,
113-4-527

John

WATTS, Dan.
113-W=-1069

Jamcs

Frederick

ANK/RATING
OPTICIAL NO.

/Ldg. Sto.
V 5b31
R.Bulis V R :
chauffeur brevetéd
ReVeMeRoCa

A/Ldge Sto.,
Ao 1571,

Roc _A. rl.o
chauffour breveté
RMRCe
StoX {Ccr, l/C
V.°408

ReCoalls VuRe
chauffeur
RVeloReCo

Stoker 1/c
V.6522,

R CDMOJ Ra
chauffeur

RV M.R.Co
Stoker ' 1/c,
A,2105,
ReCalle Ry
chauf feur
Stoker 1/c,
V.2412,
ReCaNeVoRe
chauf feur
ReVaMeRaCs
Stoker 1/c,
V.l9061

? C.l..V Ro
chauf feur
RVl RoCo
cook (S),
A.2473,
ReGalNa ViR
Cuisinier (équipage)
ReViloH.Cs
cook (S)
Vg2a519
R.Coll, Vo R.-
,euisinier (4quipage)
ReVellaReCu

Steward Prob,
V.13860,
BeCaslisVaRe
Maltre d'hdtel
\.V oRn\J.
Stirde Prob.,
V.27265,
q. J.}.T.’r R.
laftre d'hotel
ReVeleReCo

NAME & ADDRIEISS OF
FEXT OF KIN

Mothore
Mrs. ﬁ101“ Violct
Kennedy,
33( St Pouls “.Vunu.c,
RANTFORD, Ontario.

Wife:
Mrs., Vera li, Kitchon,
b5l York ‘Ronds =
DUINDAS, Ontuario,

Wifes
Irs. Alicc Helona®
Connor,
U) Ludlow Strecot,
ST, UOL_A, I(JSt :N .b.

Wifes
lrs, largarct Zdwards,
274 Clarcnec Strecet,
OTTAWA, Ontario,.

Mother:
Mrs., Linry Galbriith,
ERIEAU, Onturios

Fathér:
Mr, William J. Scamon,
90 Somecrsct Stroe
STs JOIIN, N.Be

Mothcr:
lrs, Lillian Scnnett,
)207 Edison Strect,
JINDSOR, Ontario.

Mothor:
Mrs, llinni¢ Dunn,
Tuft's Cove,
DARTIZOUTH, K.S.

Wifes'
Mrs., Louisc Whittcmore,
299A Grosvcunor Avenuc
WESTLIOUNT, Quc.

lothers
lirs, Conda Andcrson,
RO.LL. J.OD 3
CYVquE, Alborta.

Mothoer:
lirs, Julia Watis,
Woodside Cottage, near
Crespin, Cransbarn,
ncar WINDSOR, Borks, :
ETGLAND.



NAME

-7-

RAVK/RATING
OFFICIAL NO,

CANAVAN, Lloyd Frederick Stoker 1/c

113-C-1085

CONDIE, James Ritchie
113-C-637

FISHER, Fdrmund Jos,
113-T-3408

JAMIESON, Robert David
62~J=13%9

MORIEY, William
113-11-1505

V.25810,
ROCI BIQ.\TDRF

Chauffeur (1lgre cl.)

RQVQ}JI.RQC.
Signalmnan,
V.9836,
ReCeMoVeRy
Timonier
RcVal’IoRoCo
Able Seaman,
V.230%4,
ROl VR .

Matelot breveté
A/Leading Smn,,

3838, -
‘R.C.l\]o

f.fs quartier-maitre
Marine royale canadicnne

Able Seaman,
V.22326,
R:C:N.V.R.
Matelot breveté
RoVMsReCo

OXBOROUGH, George William A/Ldg. Smn.,

62-0-46

REGALBUTO
113 R-962

RENITIE, William Allan
113-R-842

RICHARDS, Donald P.
113-R-b16

WILCOX, Russell Harold
113-W-500

MacIEAN, John Arthur
12 3-10~505

MEACOE, William Arthwr
113-1-1339

3009,
2 I

f.fs quartier-maitre

MeReCo

)Charles Cerino Ord. Smn,,

V.6987,
R.C MV R,
Matelot de pont
R oVoM oR.o.C L]
SiB.A,,
V.18336,
R.CNiV.R,
Infirmier
RaVll.ReCos
V.4,
7.2589
Ry s tar,
Commis auvux vivres
Stoker 1,
V.16140,
R.C .N,V.R.
Chauffeur
R,V,M.R,C,
Che HuRIAG
A 2742,
3 6 ipe -
Maltre mécanicien
RiMsR,.Co
Codler,
v.5988,
RGNV Ry
Déchiffreur
ReVMiR4Co

Sl o o

WAME & ADDRESS OF

IEXT=-0F-KTIN

Wife: "’
krs, Alberta Canavan,
c/o lirs., Charles Canavan,
UPPER NEWPORT, N,S,

Mother: )
Mrs. Ruth A, Condie,
15 Luxton Ave,,
WINNIFPEG, Man,

Lliother:
Mrs, Richard Fisher,
BARRINGTON, Quebec,

Mother:
Mrs, Rose Jamieéson,
8 Clifton Road,
"ESTBORO, Ont,

Fatheér:
lir, Max lorley,
78 Willow Aveé,,
TORONTO, Ont.

Wife: "
Ilrg.lMargaret C,Oxborough,
106 Kirk Street,
Newcastle-on~-Tyne,
NORTIUIB ERLAND ,England,

Mother:
Mrs, Kathleen Régalbuto,
70 Baird Street,
OTTAWA, Ontario,

Mother:
Mrs, Alice Rénnie,
57 Queén St,,

OSIAWA, Ont.

Wife: -~ '
iirs, Doris J. Richards,
R.R.No,1,ROTHESAY, N.B.

Mother:
Mrs., Agnes Wilcox,
c/o Boles Feéd Store,
FORT WILLIAM, Ont,

Wife: -
lIrs, Louise Macléan,
5508 - 13th Ave.,
ROSEMOUNT, P.Q.

Wife: "~
Mrs, Florence lMeacoe,
Apt. 15, :
1125 Lajoié Ave,,
OUTRELIOUNT ; P.Q.
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}we Hamilton Réporter b
Among Slx Lost At Sea

Lt. R. A. Hughes Passed
Up Leave — Galt, Dun-
dalk, Goderich and
BrockV1lle Men Missing

Two w'iflcexs a petty officer and
thre un of the Royal Canadlan'
a 3 missing or lost at sea, ac- |
cording to word received by theu!
families ‘within the past 24 hours. i

Lt. Robert A. Hughes, RCNVR.|
first officer on a Canadian ship, is |
.| reported missing and believed lost
in action, according to word received
by his parents, Capt. and Mrs. E. A.
Hughes, of Dundas.

Lt. Hughes is married and has an
18-month-old son. His wife lived at
a Canadian port, which was her hu§-_
band's base when his ship was in

ort,
pA native of Galt but latterly a
neéwspaper 1eporter in  Hamilton,
Robert Hughes was an officer in the
RCNVR before he saw the ocean.
He enlisted at Hamilton and took
his training on Lake Ontario.

PASSED UP LEAVE

. He.maight have been on leave when
his siup left port on its last voy

| but h# let his leave go by, e ing:

that he couldn’t. take lfetand

chil me. -

But‘xﬁ?ﬂ\e new thmant;d

to go to sea. i

He said he was going to be in a_
fight before the war was over. His
ship had ‘attacked  submarines . and
most likely -got .on “but, he said,
it'’s not the same thing. You don't
see them.

When his ship was in port recently,
|a naval padre held a service on |
|board. The ship’s captain, a marmer‘
of the old school, was nervous about |
his part in the service, so he sent
for Robert Hughes, who read the
lesson. E
| At Victoria, B.C., Capt. Percy
Shadforth was advised that his
brother, Capt. Hubert Shadforth, 58,
who has been in convoy service on
| the Atlantic rince ‘the beginning of
{he war was “mlssmg and presumed

{3y s

LONG IN B.C. SERVICE

Capt. Hubert Shadforth was in the
British . Columbia coastal service for
many years, before he joined the B o
Pilotage Authority with which or-
ganization he was associated at the
outbreak of war,

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Hall, of
Brockville, received word that their
son, Ordinary Seaman John R. Hall,
RCNVR, is missing at sea.

Albert Webb, of Goderich, was' los;
at sea, according to mformatmsh ‘T
M-ed by his father, John WeBb, |
from .the Department %WA&-
faif's— e :

| Leonar sl Telegraﬂnst

feured éOSt aceovding 0V A ;
received by his parents, Mr. and Mrs
Leonard Bate, of Dundalk.

LT, R. A, HUGHES

Petty Oficer John M. Gamble, of
Galt, also has been repe ted rmssmx,
his wife here was u?i:d He has’
been in the navy ce the start of
the war - He has two children,




-~




' Orﬂha of

o ;
, orth Atlantic W1th the loss

of vﬁ‘ve offlcers

i

toria.
Sub-

Eloum, Joseph Arth AB.,
e d’Orleam,, Que.f g ;
Boudreau.* John Raymond, AB
Richmond ‘Country, 6

S R RHA LS

oureux, Romeo
Niagara F:

Ring, Norman*Elddﬁ.
hngwood HQnt ket

. class, Samt Jahn.
Sennett, John,

: dlas.s ‘indsor,
i Ru

Probatlormi' 5
kville, Alta, |

‘Watts, D. Jame%, P batwna

steward, Berks, En

Can_avan, Lloyd Frederic

irst class, Upper N Newport,

Condle, ‘James Rite

"RCN.V.R, M

Condle (mother), 15

Fisher, E’dmur'x :

I,.eadmg Seaman, Westboro, On
Morley, William, AB., Toronto.
Oxborough, George Wllham,

Acting LS., Newcastle - on - Tyne,

Narthumberland England.
Regalbuto Charles Cenno, OS

Ottawa. =
Rennie, Willian' Allan, swk berth

attendant, Oshawa, Ont,

Rlchard Donald P. chtuallmg

assistant Rothesay, N.B.

Wﬂcox, Russell Ha.rold stoker

first class, Fort William, Ont B

MacLean, John Arthut, chief en-

gine room amﬁcer, Rosemount

Que,

Meacoe, leliam Arthur coder,

Outremont, Que. 4

oJlowmg is a hast ot survivors

issued by the Royal Canadian Navy

today in connection with the loss
of the Spikenard:

Slightly wounded in action, now
in Royal Naval Auxxhary Hosp1ta1
Seaforth, Eng.

Cowan. Denjs Hugh AB., Ot-
tawa ;
Deans :I‘homas Russell, Acting
LS, "Trail, ‘B.C.
Mills, Wilfred Edward, Telegra-
hist, Toronto.

Wm%woi‘th John Lindley Slgmn.,
Hamilton, Ont.

. Day, Alcxander Albert, actmg
chief v engine room artlﬂce::, Verdun

ﬁt.aabs Harold. John stoker pettY‘
cer no‘ ‘next of kl

cMillan, Regjnald stoer 1st
class Mt. Stewart

Morrlson, . George Anderson,

stoker- ﬂrst class Pmtou N







WELL-KNOWN IN SPORT.
LOST ON SPIKENARD

Stoker Russell H. Wilcox Was
19—Joined Navy in
May of 1940

: Special to The Star

Fort William, Feb. 20 — Russell
Harold Wilcox, stoker first class,
R.CN.V.R., among the Spikenard
migsing, is the 19-year-old son of
Mrs. D. L. Bole of Fort William.
Born and educated here, young Wil-
cox was taking a course at voca-
tional school prior to enlistment in

the navy. He was a well known
football and hockey player.
joined the navy in May, 1940, and
in December the same year went
on convoy duty.

Acting Leading Seaman William
D. Stephens, numbered among the
corvette missing, also is well known
in Fort William. He was an em-
ployee of the Bank of Montreal
His kin live in Saskatoon, Sask.

Fifth War Casualty
Special to The Star .
‘Collingwood, Feb. 20 — Norman

Ring, 28, reported lost with the

Spikenard. is Collingwood’s fifth
war casualty. He enlisted with the
navy in January, 1941. He was a
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ring.
Besides his parents are three broth-
ers and two sisters. One brother
is with the R.C.AF.

—_— I
Was Sea Cadet Graduate
Special to The Star

Oshawa, Feb. 20—William Allan
Rennie, 21, a sick bevih attendant
on the Spikenard and who is re-
ported lost at sea, was a graduate
of -the Oshawa Sea Cadet Corps. He
enlisted in May last year. He was
born in Toronto and resided there
until 1927 when he came to Oshawa
with his parents. Besides his
mother he
sisters.

Three Sa(idr Missing
Special to The Star

He ||

is survived by four]

WILLIAM MEACOE KENNET

~

MOSES GREENBLATT STANLEY CURR

TRICK GRIFFIN

ALEXANDER DAY CHARLES REGALBUTO GERALD MARKHAM
Eight of the nine men pictured here were casualties when the dor-

vette Spikenard was sunk by enemy action in the Atlantic with - 51

casualties. Only one of this group, Alexander Day of Verdun, Que., was

) g the survivors. Of the others, Meacoe is from Outremont, Deartbve

from Montreal, Lamoureux from Hamilton, Griffin from Verdun, Green-

FEatt and Curr from Montreal, Regalbuto from Ottawa and Sub-Lieut.
arkham

om Westmount,

Windsor, Ont., Feb. 20 — Three,

‘Windsor men reported as missing
and presumed lost in action with
the corvette Spinkenard are:

Arthur F. Gilboe, 20, leading sea-
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J.

Gilboe; John P. Sennett, 22, stoker,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sennett,
and Don Jordan, 21, a leading tor-
peds , son of Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Jordan. 3 ;

. Gilboe’s last le

: 0 tter ended: “This
may be the last you will hear from
e for some time.” . R,

i
i
\







February 21st,1943
STAR

Lost on Spikenard

Lieut. Charles C. Fawcett
Resident of Montreal for 12
- years before entering naval ser-
vice in 1940, Lieutenant Fawcett
is among officers listed as lost
in the sinking of H.M.C.S. Spike-
nard while on convoy patrol in
the North Atlantic. e was em-
ployed by Canadian Vickers,
Limited, —for several years.
Lieutenant Fawcett was attached
to the Mountain Street depot of

the R.C.N.V.R. for a year and.

later, was stationed at Saint

John, N.B., where his wife, for-

merly Miss Ella Grant, is resid-
ing. The officer is a native of
~Sackville, N.B.,, son of C. W,
Fawcett and the late Mrs. Faw-
cett. He was a graduate of
‘Rothesay Collegiate School and
Mount Allison University.

A

|
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- 80T ‘HE FOLLOWING INFORMATION HAS COME TO LIGHT RELa ATIVR:
DCD
FIS MISUSE OF R/T AND W/T' IN GONNEGTION WITH LOSS OF
DPD

(2)  "SPIKENARD® IS KNOWN TO FHAVE USED R/T UNNECESSANILY
ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS AND THIS APPEARS TO HAVE SEEN
EMPLOYED BY THE ENEMY,
(3) ON FIVE OCCASIONS DURING PASSAGE OF SC 67 A STATION
USING "SPIKENARD'S® R/T CALL STGH ASKED OTHER sfet:{?é
O LISTEN oUr FOR 31GHAL ON 425 Xu/S AWD TRANSMIT
BEARING ON R/T,
(4) TP CANNOT BE BELTEVED THAT “SPIKENARD® WAS GUILTY OF SUCH
" CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE AS TO T ANSMIT ON 425 KG/S WHILST
WITH A GONVOY AND IT 1S PRESUMED THAT A U~BOAT, NOTIOTNG
S 5,

JUN =1 1942
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ROTAL CABADIAN RAVY

18 August, 1958,

mwmmor:mnmgmmm
interior of the old Seagoing Officers' Club known as the
“Crowenest® in Ste John's, Hewfoundland,

it is recpestad that these be forwarded to Mree

Tours truly,

BAVAL SECHETARY,




CHEBOGUE
CLAYOQUOT
NaBOB
EVIS
MAGOG
OTTAWA
ST. CROIX
SPIKENARD
\m'\xn-w;.. X
TRENTONIAN
VALLEYFIELD .
G Beals (535 -45)

- -

wspozel of LA,

Toronto, Untario
March 17, 1960

Mr. B. C. Russell,

Naval Historian,

Department of National Defence,
316 Dalhousie Street,

Cttawa, Untario.

Dear Mr., Russell:

Thank you for your kind and informative letter
on war loss detalls of HMC Ships.

My sources of information for the identities
of the U-Boats involved are as follows:

ALBERRT I showed a blank under "igent™ in my
letter of January 24th. :
CHEBOGUE U=1227 on Cctober 4, 194L.

Reference Source - "WEYER'S FLOTTENTASCHENBUCH™- .

1954/55 - Alexander Bredt (Year 1955)

No confirmation. This submarine was in
commission by this date (LT. ALTMEYER)
and operating in North atlantic.

CLAYOQUOT U-806 on December 24, 19k
Reference Source - "WEYER'S FLUTTENTASCHENEUCH®
1954755
No confirmation. U-806 wus operztional at
time.

GUYSBORCUGH I showed a blank under "igent™ in my
letter of January 24th.

NaBOB U=354 on August 22, 1944.

Heference source - "WEYBR'S FLOTTENTASCHENBUCH"

1554/ 55

Confirmution - "The Atlantic Battle Won
1943/5% Samud Eliot Morison

a8 far as my own records are concerned, 1 am not

satisfied on the loss date of the "U-354" and am waiting to
confirm it from Roskill's next volume.

_-ul'.l.l..-..-..-_‘-n&:




Vr., B. C, Hussell March 21, 1960

Allied post-war histories show the date of
august 22, 1944, presumably based on the admiralty
"White Paper® - Cdt. 0843, published in June 194L6. However,
German histories show her loss date as august 25, 1944,
€. Zo, "Die Schiffe der Deutschen Kriegsmarine 1639/55
und ihr Verbleib™ published in 195i.

LEVIS U=74 on September 19, 1941
This was a typing error in my
letter. Obviously attacker was
not U«47 sunk in March 1941.
No reference source.

HMAGOG U=1223 on October 14, 1944.

Reference Source - "The aAtlantic
Battle Won 1943/5" Samuel Eliot Morison.

No confirmation. U-1223 was operational
at this time.

OTTaka U=91 on September 14, 1942,
lieference source - "Weyer's Flottentaschenbuch®
1954/ 55"

No confirmation - U-9]l was one of the
U-boats attacking Convoy ON-127.

HEGINA I showed a blank under "agent"™ in my
letter of January 24th

ST. CROIX U~305 on September 20, 1943.
Reference source - "WEYER'S FLOTTENTASCHENBUCH®
1954=5

Confirmation (partial) "THE SEA WOLVES® -
Wolfgang Frank (Page 250).

Independently of above scurces, 1 determined that
Convoys (combined) Oli=202 and UlS-18 were attacked by
8 U-Boat of GRUPPE "LEUTHEN® consisting of -

U=-229 U=-270 U-377 U=-666
U-238 U-305 U=-58L4 U-952

One of my correspondents, Vernon J. Miller of
Daltimore, Maryland, working on this data, stated that he
confirmed U-3U5 from official German Havy files to which
he had access.
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Mr. 8. C. Russell

March 21, 1960

15 - lmproved "Flower" class Corvettes
8 to K. N. (under U. §. Lend-Lsase)
7 to U. 8. H,

10 - "Flower" class Corvettes

1() to R. {;o

. (on loan)

12 ~ "Bangor® class Swespers
& to R €, Ns (On loan)
&

6 to R. N,

16 - "Igles"™ Class Trawlers

8 to R c. b

8 to R. N,

50
12 too h. :\:o
& to R, H,

Q to He N.

. {on loan)

"Algerine™ Class Sweepers

(admiralty Contracts)

(In exchange for 12 "Castle" Class
(In exchange for L Revised "Flower"
Class Corvettes for R. €. N.)
(Under U. 5. Lend-loase)

I um enclosing charts covering these vessels,
and would appreciate any further details you could provide
on the blanks indicated.

¥rs Jo K. Burgess,
Texaco Canada Limited,
240 Bloor Street West,
Toronto 5, Untaric.

Yours sincerely,

Orig. Sgd: J. PBurgess.
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